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Swami Vivekananda’s Notion of Womanhood

Swami Nirishananda (Principal [Actg.])

Masculinity & Femininity :

The difference at the physical level between man and woman is created with a
purpose by nature itself. In the grand scheme of nature Man represents the divine masculine
energy and woman the feminine. No one is to be neglected; and both are equally important
and respectable. The ideal human society is that society where every man respects every
woman and vice-versa. The ideal state in a human society can never be ensured by
making some constitutional rights for women or through prioritising Feminism in the
Country. The equality between man and woman can never be found in physique but in
the Soul. From the perspective of physical structure, man and woman both have some
advantages as well as some disadvantages. Fullness can only be realized in the Soul and
not in body or mind. That fullness is defined by Swami Vivekananda, popularly known as
Swamiji, as the manifestation of the Perfection or Divinity already within the human
being, and that manifestation will only be possible by true education or true religion. Thus,
moral and spiritual education can help us make an ideal human society where every
human being will have honesty, dignity and character in true sense.

Masculinity in men (male) and Femininity in women (female) are bestowed on them
by nature as both are equally important and needed in the Society. Man representing
masculinity serves the society as the provider and protector whereas Woman representing
femininity serves the society as carer and nurturer. If anyone of them is conspicuously
absent, the society will surely suffer from incompleteness and if both of them provide the
same items on a table, then who will bring the other important necessary stuffs on the
table?

A balanced and better equipoised person - man or woman - has both masculine
and feminine traits. A judicious combination of masculine and feminine traits is always
important for preserving the cosmic calmness as well as restoring equanimity and
peacefulness of society. Thus man and woman have equal importance in every aspect in
the world and both have important role and responsibility to preserve this divine creation
of God.

The theory of Shiva & Shakti :

Each man is the embodiment of divine masculine energy of nature (SHIVA in one
sect of Hinduism) and each woman is the embodiment of divine feminine energy of nature

A 8 b



(SHAKTI / Parvati / Gauri in Shaivism). Lord Shiva is well aware of the divine nature of
Mata Parvati and how to respect Her. Similarly, Mata Parvati also knows well about Shiva
and how to show veneration to Him. When Man and Woman will be capable to respect

each other in the Society, then only the ideal human kingdom will be established in this
World.

Lord Shiva and Mata Parvati know very well about the real and divine nature of
Hara-Gauri. Thus, they always respect each other. In this context Swamiji asserts-

® The principal reason why your race has so much degenerated is that you have
no respect for these living images of Shakti.

e  Without Shakti (power) there is no regeneration for the world. Why is it that our
country is the weakest and most backward of all countries ? — Because Shakti
is held in dishonour here.

The idea of perfect equality :

Human beings are classified into men (male) and women (female) according to the
law of nature for procreation and sustenance of life like many other species on the earth.
Man and Woman are, as it were, the two wings of a bird, symbolizing our society; nor
can it soar if one wing is weakened. Despite being equal in every aspect, women have
suffered for aeons under the oppressive rule of their tyrannical lords called as ‘men’.

In Shvetashvatara Upanishad it is depicted, “Thou art the woman, Thou art the
man, Thou art the boy and the girl as well.”

Some excerpts from Swamiji’s speeches are given here below just to highlight his
(Swamiji) notion of equality -
®  We should not think that we are men and women, but only that we are human
beings, born to cherish and to help one another.

® [s there any sex-distinction in the Atman (Self)? Out with the differentiation
between man and woman - all is Atman!

® No Hindu can be a priest until he is married, the idea being that a single man
is only half a man, and imperfect. The idea of perfect womanhood is perfect
independence.

® The great Aryans, Buddha among the rest, have always put woman in an equal
position with man. For them sex in religion did not exist. In the Vedas and
Upanishads, women taught the highest truths and received the same veneration
as men. ... In what scriptures do you find statements that women are not
competent for knowledge and devotion?

® Not until you learn to ignore the question of sex and to meet on a ground of
common humanity will your women really develop.
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From these statements it is evident that Swamiji’s vision of womanhood goes beyond
traditional boundaries, emphasizing the inherent divinity and equality of all beings. He
believed that the true progress of the society depends on the upliftment of respect to the
women, for only then can humanity reach its highest potential. By transcending gender
distinctions and embracing our shared humanity, we move closer to the ideal of a
compassionate world.

The reason for degeneration of our society :
I AR IS T 9 39T |
THAARG T U TSR R 1
--9JHfd [ Manu Smriti (3.56) ]

Swamiji understood that the day India had started neglecting their women, the
downfall of the nation started. Swamiji reminds us again and again -

e Women are a power, only now it is more for evil because man oppresses
woman.

® In India there are two great evils: Trampling on the women, and grinding the
poor through caste restrictions.

® You, the men, are educating yourselves to develop your manhood, but what are
you doing to educate and advance those who share all your happiness and
misery, who lay down their lives to serve you in your homes?

e [f the condition of woman is not improved, there will be no chance for the
welfare of the world.

e That country and that nation which do not respect women have never become
great, nor will ever be in future.

Continuing in the same vein, Swamiji unhesitatingly declared that the decline of
society began with the neglect, disregard, dishonour and oppression of women. He believed,
by respecting and empowering women, the regeneration and progress of the society will
be possible. Weakening of the societal values and injustice are the key factors of the
nation’s backwardness.

The way to upgrading our society :

If women are honoured and respected by everyone in the society and their condition
are improved, our society will be upgraded and developed automatically. Swamiji’s vision
can be depicted here with the following utterances :

® If one is not allowed to become a lion, he / she will become a fox. Woman is
the fox now, but when she is no longer oppressed, she will become the lion.
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Can you better the condition of your women? Then there will be hope for your
well-being. Otherwise, you will remain as backward as you are now.

All nations have attained greatness by paying proper respect to women.

A race must first cultivate a great respect for motherhood, through the
sanctification and inviolability of marriage, before it can attain to the ideal of
perfect chastity.

Eternal, unquestioning self-surrender to Mother alone can give us peace. Love
Her for Herself, without fear or favour. Love Her because you are Her child.
... Only resting in Mother are we safe.

The ideal of womanhood :

To Swami Vivekananda, the ideal of womanhood in India is lies in chastity and
motherhood. Swamiji beautifully expressed his idea of womanhood in his famous adages
which are enlisted here below :

The central idea of the life of a modern Hindu lady is her chastity. The wife is
the centre of a circle, the fixity of which depends upon her chastity.

Every girl in India must aspire to be like Savitri, whose love could not be
conquered by death, and who through this tremendous love snatched back from
even Yama, the soul of her husband.

Sita is the name in India for everything that is good, pure, and holy; everything
that in woman we call woman. Sita - the patient, all-suffering, ever-faithful,
ever-pure wife! Through all the suffering she had, there was not one harsh word
against Rama. Sita never returned injury. “Be Sita!” Sita - the pure, the all-
suffering! Sita was chastity herself; she would never touch the body of another
man than that of her husband.

The highest of all feminine types in India is mother, higher than wife. Wife and
children may desert a man, but his mother never.

The ideal womanhood of India is motherhood — that marvellous, unselfish, all
suffering, ever-forgiving mother. The mother is the highest ideal of womanhood
in India.

She [a woman] must imitate the life of the mother; that is her duty.

Distinctiveness of womanhood :

Womanhood is a distinctive feature in the creation which is mostly manifested in
a woman. If both men and women feel it in the core of their hearts, every woman will duly
be regarded and honoured in the society and the society will try to protect those special
qualities in women at any cost. Thus Swamiji reiterates -
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The Hindu women are very spiritual and very religious, perhaps more so than
any other women in the world. If we can preserve these beautiful characteristics
and at the same time develop the intellects of our women, the Hindu woman
of the future will be the ideal woman of the world.

The one thing that fulfils womanhood is womanliness in woman and motherhood
in them.The mother is the ideal of love; she rules the family; she possesses the
family.

“Many children have been wicked, but there never was a wicked mother” —
so says the great saint Ramprasad.

Women should be conscious about their womanhood :

It is really surprising that women themselves are unconscious of their womanhood
and forget the ideal of womanhood. Most of the times, it is found that women enjoy
beautiful compliments from men towards themselves and as a result, they burst into tears
when men behave improperly with them. On the contrary, when they become unruly and
aggressive towards men, men are forced to plunge themselves into unfathomable agony by
the women folk. As women themselves are not aware about their womanhood, the situation
remains unchanged.

According to Swamiji, women have to be conscious first about the ideal of
womanhood residing in themselves. Swamiji remarks -

Men bow low and offer a chair, but in another breath, they offer compliments.
They say, ‘Oh, madam, how beautiful are your eyes!” What right have they to
do this? How dare a man venture so far, and how can you women permit it?
Such things develop the less noble side of humanity.

Unruly women from whose minds the words bear and forbear are gone for ever,
and whose false ideas of independence lead them to think that men should be
at their feet, and who begin to howl as soon as men dare to say anything to
them which they do not like — such women are becoming the bane of the
world, and it is a wonder that they do not drive half the men in it to commit
suicide. In this way things should not go on. Life is not so easy as they believe
it to be; it is a more serious business!

A good, chaste wife, who thinks of every other man except her own husband
as her child and has the attitude of a mother towards all men, will grow so great
in the power of her purity that there cannot be a single man, however brutal,
who will not breathe an atmosphere of holiness in her presence.
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The position of the mother is the highest in the world, as it is the one place in
which to learn and exercise the greatest unselfishness. The love of God is the
only love that is higher than a mother’s love; all others are lower. It is the duty
of the mother to think of her children first and then of herself.

Women can solve their problems themselves :

This is very true that a man can never understand woman’s mind as well as their
problems also. If women are educated, only they will be able to find out the solutions to
their own problems. That’s why Swamiji declares -

Our part of the duty lies in imparting true education to all men and women in
society. As an outcome of that education, they will of themselves be able to
know what is good for them and what is bad, and will spontaneously eschew
the latter. It will not be then necessary to pull down or set up anything in society
by coercion.

Educate your women first and leave them to themselves; then they will tell you
what reforms are necessary for them. In matters concerning them, who are you?

Liberty is the first condition of growth. It is wrong, a thousand times wrong, if
any of you dares to say, “I will work out the salvation of this woman or child.”
[ am asked again and again, what I think of the widow problem and what I
think of the woman question. Let me answer once for all — am [ a widow that
you ask me that nonsense? Am [ a woman that you ask me that question again
and again? Who are you to solve women’s problems? Are you the Lord God
that you should rule over every widow and every woman? Hands off! They will
solve their own problems.

The natural ambition of woman is through marriage to climb up, leaning upon
a man; but those days are gone. Woman shall be great without the help of any
man, just as she is.

Our right of interference is limited entirely to giving education. Women must be
put in a position to solve their own problems in their own way. No one can or
ought to do this for them. And our Indian women are capable of doing it as any
in the world.

Women will work out their own destinies — much better, too, than men can ever
do for them. All the mischief to women has come because men undertook to
shape the destiny of women.
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‘Women Education’ is the need of the hour :

According to Swamiji, a nation’s progress is inextricably linked to the education of
its women folk. Without educating women, societal improvement remains ever elusive.
Thus, prioritizing women education will ensure national growth and inclusive development.
Swamiji aptly observes -

There is no hope of rise for that family or country where there is no estimation
of women, where they live in sadness.

Know for certain that absolutely nothing can be done to improve the state of
things, unless there is spread of education first among the women and the
masses.

The best thermometer to the progress of a nation is its treatment of its women.
... Our right of interference is limited entirely to giving education.

They [Indian women] have many and grave problems, but none that are not to
be solved by that magic word ‘education’.

Through education she will not only improve herself but will be able to help
others.

Character building education for women :

Character building education focuses on fostering chastity and strength in women.
Swamiji put emphasis on true education for women which must nurture moral values and
respect for national ideals, ensuring women empowerment to uphold their life-principles
and contribute positively to the society. In an affirming tone Swamiji reiterates -

Now, first of all, intensify that ideal within them above everything else, so that
they may develop a strong character by the force of which, in every stage of
their life, whether married, or single if they prefer to remain so, they will not be
in the least afraid even to give up their lives rather than flinch an inch from their
chastity.

[ should very much like our women to have your intellectuality, but not if it must
be at the cost of purity.

There can never be any sound education of the Indian woman which does not
begin and end in exaltation of the national ideals of womanhood, as embodied
in her own history and heroic literature.

Aims and objectives of women education :

Women Education is mandatorily needed for the implementation of women
empowerment in the society. If women are neglected and left behind, then our society will
be half-developed and remaining half portion will remain weak. If the Country is to
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progress to its fullest potentials, then men and women both have to be moulded by the
man making and character building education prescribed by Swamiji. In this context we
can quote :

Education is the panacea of all social evils.

For if they get the right sort of education, they may well turn out to be the ideal
women in the world.

For if the physique of the parents be not strong and healthy, how can strong and
healthy children be born at all? Married a little later and bred in culture, our
mothers will give birth to children who would be able to achieve real good of
the country. The reason why you have so many widows in every home lies here,
in this custom of early marriage. If the number of early marriages declines, that
of widows is bound to follow suit.

Women education system / management :

Swami Vivekananda stressed on the importance of an education system for women
which would be rooted in ancient Indian traditions. When Swamiji’s disciple Shri Sharat
Chandra Chakravarty said to Swamiji “... Sir, just see how many schools and colleges
have sprung up nowadays for our women, and how many of them are getting degrees of
B.A. and M.A.”, Swamiji replied —

But all that is in the Western style. How many schools have been started on
your own national lines, in the spirit of your own religious ordinances? But alas,
such a system does not obtain even among the males of your country, what to
speak of females!

[ have it in my mind to train up some Brahmacharis and Brahmacharinis, the
former of whom will eventually take the vow of Sannyasa and try to carry the
light of education among the masses, from village to village, throughout the
country, while the latter will do the same among women. But the whole work
must be done in the style of our own country. Just as centres have to be started
for men, so also centres have to be started for teaching women. Brahmacharinis
of education and character should take up the task of teaching at these different
centres.

We must see to their growing up as ideal matrons of home in time. The children
of such mothers will make further progress in the virtues that distinguish
themselves. It is only in the homes of educated and pious mothers that great
men are born.

It is good to avoid in this country, any association of men with women’s schools.

The duty of teaching in the school ought to devolve in every respect on educated
widows and Brahmacharinis.
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Curriculum of women education :

A comprehensive curriculum for women education should blend history, ethics, and
practical skills with modern science. It should focus on character building, essential life
skills development, and spiritual growth while presenting role models from history to inspire
and guide women in leading a meaningful life. Swamiji’s quotations related to the curriculum
of women education are as follows:

e History and the Puranas, house-keeping and the arts, the duties of home-life
and principles that make for the development of an ideal character, have to be
taught with the help of modern science, and the female students must be trained
up in ethical and spiritual life.

® Religion, arts, science, house-keeping, cooking, sewing, hygiene - the simple

essential points in these subjects ought to be taught to our women. It is not good
to let them touch novels and fiction. The Mahakali Pathshala (established by
Tapaswini Mataji) is to a great extent moving in the right direction. But only
teaching rites of worship won’t do; their education must be an eye-opener in all
matters. Ideal characters must always be presented before the view of the girls
to imbue them with a devotion to lofty principles of selflessness. The noble
examples of Sita, Savitri, Damayanti, Lilavati, Khana, and Mira should be
brought home to their minds and they should be inspired to mould their own
lives in the light of these.

Conclusion :

In fine, this, no doubt, is a radical interpretation of femininity and womanhood by
Swamiji the great thinker. It is needless to say that Swamiji was much ahead of his
contemporaries, and what he thought more than hundred years ago, the world is now
pondering over. His observations and messages about womanhood and its education
system are still relevant for today. Not only that, His reflections on various social issues
act as a beacon light to comprehend and find out amicable solutions to some burning
problems of the world in the 215 century, such as masculinity and femininity, womanhood
and gender, equality between man and woman, and finally the way to attaining a society
where both men and women can live together with mutual respect to each other. As a sage
deeply rooted in Indian tradition, he defines and explains masculinity & femininity in
terms of Shiva-Shakti paradigm delineated in our ancient Shastras and he also justifies
his notion of equality from that perspective.

Source : The Complete Works of Swami Vivekananda.
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True Freedom
Shubhajit Mondal [Student, B.Ed. 1st Year]

Beyond Borders and boundaries of Freedom :-

In life, freedom is more than just living in a free country. It’s like a big, complicated
idea that goes beyond simple things. Living in a place where we can freely express
ourselves is a starting point, but real freedom is like a precious gem with many sides. Each
side adds something special to how we see and feel freedom. It’s not just about rules and
politics; it's about being ourself and making choices that matter. So, freedom is like a
colorful and detailed picture that gets richer as we understand it more. It’s a big idea that
goes beyond borders and boundaries, making life more interesting.

The Canvas of True Freedom :-

At its fundamental level, living in a free country provides individuals with a canvas,
an external space where they can openly express themselves. This external freedom is
similar to the base layer of a painting, building the foundation upon which the colors of
individual expression can be added. It grants individuals the freedom to voice their opinions,
move about in their life without constraints, and engage in various activities without fear
of harm.

However, true freedom extends beyond these external circumstances. It invites
individuals to go beyond the prescribed roles and expectations of society, to delve into the
depths of their own authenticity. It can transform a mere background into a vibrant
masterpiece, with each stroke representing an individual’s self-expression.

The Dynamic Journey of Freedom :-

Freedom is like an ongoing journey where people learn about themselves and adjust
to new things. Life is like an adventure, and freedom is like a compass showing us the
way through places we have never been to. Even though where we start might be influenced
by things outside but what really matters is the choice we make as we go. It’s like a traveler
exploring different landscapes. He gets to decide which path to take, how to travel, and
where to go. That’s the true spirit of freedom. It’s not just about the borders of a free
country; it’s about having the freedom to make our own decision and set our own path
in life. That’s what true freedom is all about.

The Simple Beauty of Everyday Freedom :-
Freedom is really just about making choices that match what we care about and
want. Freedom is the power to decide what’s best for us, without being forced by others.
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It is like the regular choices we make every day that add color to our life. It’s like picking
what we enjoy and what makes us happy without someone telling us what to do. That’s
the basic and the best part of freedom, making choices that fit who we are.

For many, freedom becomes a means of escape from the routine, a liberation from
the monotonous ticking of the clock. It is the relief from waking up and sleeping at
designated times, the antidote to the mundane tasks that may otherwise lead to a feeling
of being stuck. Freedom, in this context, becomes the key to unlocking a more meaningful
and fulfilling life.

The Melody of Individuality :-

In the grand symphony of life, freedom takes the center stage as a harmonious
melody. It is the music that plays when individuals break free from the ticking clock,
allowing their spirits to dance in the realm of boundless possibilities. It is the sanctuary that
breathes life into seemingly non-existing routines, infusing each moment with purpose and
meaning.

Freedom lets individuals move to their unique rhythm. Freedom allows the expression
of individuality, celebrates diverse perspectives, and acknowledges the beauty in each
person’s uniqueness. It is the melody that echoes with the authenticity of self-expression,
creating an environment where individuals can truly be themselves.

Embracing the Beauty of Unique Existence :-

Freedom embodies the journey of self-discovery and genuine happiness, much like
creating a beautiful canvas where personal choices paint a vibrant portrait of individuality.
When individuals understand freedom not just as a concept but as a deeply felt experience,
they can embrace the beauty of their own unique existence.

In conclusion, freedom goes beyond the borders of a free nation. It’s a complete idea
involving both outside freedoms and the freedom to make our own choices inside. It’s like
an adventure, a dance, and a beautiful song, telling us to enjoy the beauty of living freely.

Our duty is to encourage everyone in his struggle to live up to
his own highest ideal and strive at the same time to make the ideal
as near as possible to the truth. — Swami Vivekananda
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A Poor Man and A Jinn

Meraj Hussain Ansari [Student, B.Ed. 1st Year]

Once upon a time, there was a man, his name was Ramesh. He lived in a small
house with his wife. His wife’s name was Kamala. Ramesh was very hardworking, but
despite being hardworking, he was very poor. He used to cut wood from the forest and
sell it. The condition of his house was very bad. They had to face a lot of problems when
it rained. It was very difficult for Ramesh and his family to get even two meals a day. He
was very troubled by his poverty and miserable life. But he did not lose courage and
always prayed to God for his good life.

Like every day, one day Ramesh went to the forest to cut wood. He stood in front
of a tree and as soon as he went to cut the tree, a voice came from that tree — Don’t cut
me, don’t cut me. Ramesh got scared on hearing this voice and he wondered how this tree
was speaking. He asked fearfully who are you ? Just then a huge Jinn comes out of that
tree. Ramesh gets scared as soon as he sees that big Jinn. Then Jinn tells Ramesh that
don’t be afraid, [ won't do anything to you. Jinn tells Ramesh that I have been living in
this tree for many years, this tree is my home. You don’t cut this tree, I will give you
whatever you ask for in return. Ramesh thought what should I ask for ? Then Ramesh
asked the Jinn, can you remove my poverty ? Jinn said yes. [ can remove your poverty.
The Jinn gave Ramesh a bag full of gold coins. Ramesh happily leaves for his home with
the bag. After walking for some time it becomes night on the way. Ramesh takes shelter
under a tree to spend the night. He was very tired so he fell asleep there. After he sleeps
at night, an unknown man passes by. The man’s eyes fall on Ramesh’s bag. And the man
steals Ramesh’s bag. When Ramesh wakes up in the morning, he sees that his bag is not
there. Ramesh starts searching for his hag here and there but he does not find it. He then
goes to the same tree in which that Jinn lives. He asks the Jinn for help in finding his bag.
The Jinn gives him three magical things, a Mirror, a Stick and a Rope. Jinn tells Ramesh
that with the help of this Mirror you can see the face of the man who stole your bag and
find out where that man lives. Explaining the special features of Rope and Stick, Jinn says
that when you say Rope, this Rope will tie the man and when you say Stick, this Stick
will start beating that man. With all these magical things, Ramesh set out to find the man
who stole his bag. First of all Ramesh says to the Mirror that show me the face of that
man and tell me the address of his house. The Mirror shows Ramesh the face of that man
and tells the address of his house. Ramesh reaches the man’s house with the help of the
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Mirror. Ramesh asks the man for his bag, but the man refuses to give the bag. Ramesh
says to the Rope that ties this man up. The Rope ties the man. Ramesh then asks the man,
tell me where is my bag ? The man again refuses to tell. Now Ramesh says to Stick that
hit this man. The Stick starts hitting the man. Then the man says to Ramesh that wait |
will give you your bag. The man gives him the bag. Now Ramesh happily leaves for his
home with his bag. He tells his wife kamala about all these incidents as soon as he
reaches home. Hearing all this, Kamala is both happy and surprised. Ramesh gets his
house repaired with that money and fulfills all his needs. After that, he helps the poor and
the helpless people a lot with that money. He builds schools for children and free hospitals
for the poor. And thus Ramesh and kamala spend all their life happily.

A Letter to Man
Aditya Panda [Student, B.Ed. 1st Year]

O Man, turn back to God !

And repent, with folded hands,
For the crimes that you committed
On these vast, holy lands.

Bereft of any pity or mercy

You ravaged the homes of others,
And cast away God’s sacred word
To live in harmony, like brothers.

Drenched in the blood of innocent people
You remained shrouded in vanity,

Under your feet life an orphan lies

The lifeless corpse of humanity.

Put an end to this vicious cycle

For it will bring no good,

Welcome with open arms, the age of place
And proclaim Universal Brotherhood.
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The Era of Revolutionised Artificial Intelligence
Souvik Dalui [Student, B.Ed. 1st Year]

Introduction :-

Few months ago, there was sudden enthusiasm about the innovation of “ChatGPT”.
Passionately I thought, let’s see what does it actually contain. [ asked a question, “Who
was Banalata Sen ?” Banalata Sen is not a real person but a fictional character created
by the renowned Bengali poet Jibanananda Das in his poem titled “Banalata Sen”. This
poem is one of Das’s most famous works and is considered a classic in Bengali literature.
Banalata Sen is depicted as a beautiful and enigmatic; woman, and her name has become
emblematic in Bengali poetry, representing both beauty and the essence of the natural
world. The poem is known for its vivid imagery and evocative descriptions of landscapes,
time and the essence of beauty”. This was the answer which may sound surprising but
[ could realize the capability, rules and regulations of this robot. Here, robot means not
the human machine, its existence is limited only in computer screen. Therefore, it is
actually a software. The term ‘Chatbot’ has been introduced to designate this machine
software; ‘Bot’ comes from robot term and ‘Chat’ comes from the human like interactive
nature of this software. ChatGPT is a timeless innovation of artificial intelligence.

The term artificial intelligence stirs emotions. For one thing there is our fascination
with intelligence, which seemingly imparts to us humans a special place among life forms.
Questions arise such as “What is intelligence ?”, How can one measure intelligence ?”
or “How does the brain work ?”. However, the central question for the engineer, especially
for the computer scientist, is the question of the intelligent machine that behaves like a
person, showing intelligent behaviour. The goal of Al is to develop machines that behave
as though they were intelligent. Al is concerned with building machines that can act and
react appropriately, adapting their response to the demands of the situation. Such machines
should display behaviour comparable with that considered to require intelligence in humans.

Artificial intelligence (Al) is an approach to understanding behaviour based on the
assumption that intelligence can best be analyzed by trying to reproduce it. In practice,
reproduction means simulation by computer. Al is, therefore, part of computer science. Its
history is a relatively short one — as an independent field of study; it dates back to the mid-
1950s. The Al approach contrasts with an older method of studying cognition, that of
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experimental psychology. Psychology has long had intelligence among its central concerns,
intelligence not just as measured in IQ tests, but in the broader sense in which it is
required for thinking, reasoning and learning, and in their prerequisites — high-level
perceptual skills, the mental representation of information and the ability to use language.

Al is defined as machine intelligence or intelligence demonstrated by machines, in
contrast to the natural intelligence displayed by humans. The term Al is often used to
describe machines that mimic human cognitive function such as learning, understanding,
reasoning or problem-solving. Artificial intelligence (Al) systems are software (and possibly
also hardware) systems designed by humans that, given a complex goal, act in the physical
or digital dimension by perceiving their environment through data acquisition, interpreting
the collected structured or unstructured data, reasoning on the knowledge, or processing
the information, derived from this data and deciding the best action(s) to take to achieve
the given goal. Al systems can either use symbolic rules or learn a numeric model, and
they can also adapt their behaviour by analyzing how the environment is affected by their
previous actions.

Types of Al :-

As a scientific discipline, Al includes several approaches and techniques, such as
machine learning, machine reasoning and robotics. The technique of machine learning
include deep learning and reinforcement learning. Machine reasoning include planning,
scheduling, knowledge representation and reasoning, search and optimization. Robotics
include control, perception, sensors, and actuators, as well as the integration of all other
techniques into cyber-physical systems.

The majority of artificial intelligence (Al) in use today is known as artificial narrow
intelligence (ANI), or “weak” Al. ANI systems are able to work in a predetermined context
and carry out one or a few specialized tasks. Examples of these types of activities include
language translation, picture recognition, face recognition, recommendation systems, and
personal assistants like Siri and Alexa.

In numerous real-world applications, such as simultaneous translation between more
than 100 languages, highly accurate face and object recognition in billions of photos, and
expedited user assistance with numerous data-driven decisions, artificial neural networks
(ANI) have the ability to process data at breakneck speeds and increase overall productivity
and efficiency. ANI are capable of carrying out boring, repetitive, and routine jobs that
people would rather not do.

Machines that demonstrate human intellect are referred to as “Strong” Al, or Artificial
General intellect (AGI). Put differently, artificial general intelligence seeks to accomplish
any cognitive function that a person can. Science fiction films frequently use scenarios
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involving human interaction with sentient, conscious computers that are motivated by
emotion and self-awareness to depict artificial intelligence (AGI). Nothing comparable to
an AGI exists at the present.

“Any intellect that greatly exceeds the cognitive performance of humans in virtually
all domains of interest” is the definition of artificial superintelligence, or ASI (Bostrom
2016). All areas of human intelligence, including creativity, general knowledge, and problem-
solving, are expected to be surpassed by ASI. Even the sharpest minds among us have
not demonstrated the kind of intelligence that ASI is expected to be able to display. ASI
worries a lot of intellectuals. ASI now falls under the category of science fiction.

If we ever succeed in creating an Al that is capable of generalizing, understanding
causality, making a model of the world, it is highly likely that it will be closer to ASI than
AGI. Al excels in numerical calculations, and there is no logical explanation as to why
Al would downgrade its abilities to simulate humans. Al's quest ultimately leads to ASI.

ML is an Al subfield. Machine learning (ML) is the scientific study of algorithms that
computer systems that learn through experience. ML algorithms build a model based on
sample data, known as “training data”, in order to make predictions or decisions without
being explicitly programmed to do so. ML can be divided into these categories :

* Supervised learning algorithms map input to output values based on labelled
examples of input-output pairs. For example, we want to predict whether the image
contains a cat, then the algorithm is shown a lot of labelled images with cats and without
cats. Afterwards, the ML algorithm learns to recognize cats in unseen images. Supervised
learning needs considerable amounts of labelled data, which is often done by humans.

* Unsupervised learning algorithms help finding previously unknown patterns in
datasets without pre-existing labels. The objective is to discover the underlying data
structure, for example, by grouping similar items to form “clusters”. Unsupervised learning
does not require labelled data, but instead tries to learn by itself.

* Semi-Supervised learning algorithms can be considered a category between
supervised and unsupervised learning, where the data contains both labelled and unlabelled
data.

* Reinforcement learning (RL) explores how agents take actions in an environment

in order to maximize a reward. An example is when the RL agent plays Go against itself,
learns the game, and acquires above human intelligence in Go.
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Evolution of Al :-
Al Foundations (1950s - 1970s)

In his seminal work “Computing machinery and intelligence” (Turing 1950), Alan
Turing addressed the central query, “Can machines think ?” In an imitation game that he
proposed - later dubbed the Turing test - Turing asked whether it would be realistic to
declare that a machine is intelligent if it could have a conversation that was indistinguishable
from one with a human. The first experiment designed to gauge computer intelligence was
the Turing test.

The Dartmouth conference in 1956 marked the start of the first “Al period” and gave
Al its name and purpose. McCarthy first used the term “artificial intelligence”, which later
became the field’s official moniker. “Every aspect of any other feature of learning or
intelligence should be accurately described so that the machine can simulate it” was the
main conference claim, according to Russell and Norvig (2016). Ray Solomonoff, Oliver
Selfridge, Trenchard More, Arthur Samuel, Herbert A. Simon, and Allen Newell were
among the conference attendees who went on to become influential people in the field of
artificial intelligence.

Symbolic Al (1970s - 1990s)

The paradigm for Al changed in the 1980s to include symbolic Al and what are
today referred to as “expert systems” or ‘knowledge-based systems”. The fundamental
concept was to transfer expert human knowledge into a computer format and distribute
it across numerous Personal Computers (PCs) as a programme. The two parts of an expert
system were the inference engine, which provided instructions on how to manipulate and
combine these symbols, and the knowledge base, which was a collection of relationships,
facts, and rules on a certain topic. Both the facts and the rules were represented clearly
and could be changed. The two-primary language for symbolic programming were Lisp
and Prologue. Companies started producing expert systems in the 1990s. These companies
offered software packages called “inference engines” and related knowledge services to
customers.

Machine learning and deep learning (1990s - 2020s)

Between the 1990s and the 2010s, artificial intelligence (Al) tackled difficult issues
and produced solutions that were deemed to be helpful in a variety of application areas,
such as data mining, banking software, industrial robotics, logistics, business intelligence,
recommendation systems, and search engines. Researchers in Al started creating and
utilizing increasingly complex mathematical instruments. The fact that a large number of
Al issues had previously been studied by academics in disciplines like operations research.
economics, and mathematics became well known. Because of the common mathematical
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language, Al has become a more rigorous scientific discipline and has enabled increasing
levels of collaboration with established sciences.

Throughout the 1990s, a large number of Al researchers purposefully used different
terms for their work, such as informatics, knowledge-based systems, cognitive systems,
optimization algorithms, or computational intelligence. The new titles aided in securing
financing. The unfulfilled expectations of the Al Winter persisted in influencing Al research
across the business sector.

A paradigm shift was facilitated in 2006 by Stanford University computer science
professor Fei-Fei Li. The researcher’s conventional view at the time was, “Why try with
thousands or tens of thousands of images if you can’t even do one image well ?” According
to her theory, the amount of data needed to represent real-world events is Al's primary
barrier, and more data would result in stronger models. When ImagelNet was released in
2009, it contained 3.2 million tagged photos that were divided into 5,247 categories and
organized into 12 subtrees, such as “furniture,” “vehicle,” and “mammal”.

Over the past ten years, there has been a notable advancement in the annual
ImageNet large Scale Visual Recognition Challenge (ILSVRC). In 2011, the ILSVRC
classification error rate was approximately 25% on average. A deep convolutional neural
net known as AlexINet achieved a 16% classification error rate in 2012, and mistake rates
dropped to a few percent during the following few years. Deep learning (DL) became the
new paradigm in Al as a result of these breakthroughs.

DL is a branch of ML and Al. According to LeCun et al. (2025), DL developed a
multi-layer neural network architecture that can learn data representations at different
levels of abstraction. Convolutional neural networks (CNN), recurrent neural networks,
deep neural networks, and deep belief networks are examples of DL neural network
architectures. DL is frequently replaced by Al or ML, particularly in the news and media.

Issues :—

A number of problems with deep learning need to be resolved, such as adversarial
assaults, the production of deep fake material, accountability, transparency, fairness, and
other ethical difficulties. Here, we’ll merely touch on a few concerns, their effects, and
potential fixes.

Adversarial attacks

The goal of adversarial machine learning is to trick models by providing false
information. This is most likely the most frequent reason why an ML model breaks. The
majority of machine learning approaches were created to operate on particular problem
sets where the training and test data come from the same statistical distribution. Adversaries
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may provide data that defies that statistical assumption in the real world. Attackers can
set up the data to take advantage of particular flaws and cause the ML model to collapse
severely.

Adversarial instances, or hostile inputs altered to produce false machine model
outputs, might weaken DL. In a well-known adversarial scenario, an image recognition
system fails when a minor perturbation is added to a panda image (see Figure 8).
Adversarial attacks pose a serious risk. For instance, they can use paint or stickers to turn
autonomous vehicles into adversarial stop signs.

Deepfake

Al is reducing the cost of generating fake content and waging disinformation
campaigns. The public will need to become more skeptical about online content, including
text, speech, images, and videos. Al can :

* Impersonate others online,
¢ Generate fake images and news,
¢ Automate production of fake content often posted on social media,

¢ Automate creation of spam/phishing content.

Deepfake videos and images can depict a person saying things or performing actions
that never occurred. Malicious actors with fake accounts have already begun to target the
online community. For instance, it is reported that Mona Lisa can speak with only one
image, or that criminals have impersonated CEOs’ voice and stole millions.

Al ethics

Over the last years, researchers and practitioners have expressed their concerns on
the ethical implications of Al systems in real-world scenarios. The European Commission
appointed the High-Level Expert Group (GLEG) on Al in 2018 and one of their tasks has
been to define ethical guidelines for trustworthy Al. This section is taken from the “Ethics
Guidelines for Trustworthy Al”. For an Al system to be trustworthy, it should ensure the
following three components through the system’s entire life cycle:

1. Lawful, complying with all applicable laws and regulations,
2. Ethical, ensuring adherence to ethical principles and values,

3. Robust, both from a technical and social perspective, since even with good
intentions, an Al system can cause unintentional harm.
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The four ethical principles which are rooted in fundamental rights that must be
respected to ensure that Al systems are developed, deployed, and used in a trustworthy
manner are :

*%* Respect for human autonomy,
* Prevention of harm,

o Fairness,

* Explain ability.

Many of them already have legal criteria in place that necessitate mandatory
compliance; as such, they fall under the category of lawful Al, which is the first element
of trustworthy Al. As previously mentioned, although a lot of legal requirements are based
on ethical concepts, upholding ethical values involves more than just following the letter
of the law. These are outlined as moral requirements that Ai professionals should constantly
try to follow.

Conclusions :-

Our analysis considers the parallels and discrepancies throughout Al eras. A similar
pattern can be seen in the first two Al periods, which begin with a scientific breakthrough
and paradigm change in research, and are followed by audacious predictions, extensive
media coverage, substantial investments, setbacks, unmet expectations, and the beginning
of an Al winter.

The first two periods saw a preponderance of government funding, while today’s
sector is heavily investing in Al advancements. In the first two periods, academia led basic
research in Al; in the present, certain technical corporations lead basic research as well.
because these businesses offer state-of-the-art computing capabilities, extensive datasets,
and favorable working conditions that are frequently unavailable in academic settings,
they have been drawing top Al experts. Governments who see the potential are allocating
large sums of money to artificial intelligence.

Computers are capable of trillions of computations per second and Al tasks that are
beyond the capabilities of human beings. Al outperforms humans in a number of activities,
such as playing chess, instantly translating more than 100 languages, identifying spam
from billions of emails, and quickly identifying objects in billions of photos. Even the most
sophisticated Al, in spite of these astounding feats, is unable to move and speak, comprehend
the environment, understand causality, or engage in conversation about abstract ideas like
a four-year-old child. Even with decades of progress in Al, a billion years of evolution
cannot be replaced.
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Undoubtedly, Al has drawbacks as well, and using it can lead to unanticipated
hazards. A number of Al flaws, such as representativeness and data quality, can result in
low-performing, biased Al. Al can be used by bad actors to create deepfakes, fabricate
news, launch highly automated cyberattacks, and other things. Concerns about Al must
be addressed. Government regulation is being prepared by the several Al ethics committees
that are addressing fairness, accountability, transparency, explainability, and other related
issues.

It's unclear if artificial intelligence will experience another Al winter or an even
bigger Al summer in the future. In light of this uncertainty, it will be especially crucial to
establish an objective project like Al Watch to track developments and evaluate their
effects in the upcoming years, which will undoubtedly bring about major changes to our
digitally revolutionized society.
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Philosophy tells us what we can know about the world; literature tells us what we feel
about it.
— Robertson Davies
Robertson Davies encapsulates the distinct yet complementary roles of philosophy
and literature in understanding the world, saying that philosophy, through reasoned inquiry
and analysis, provides us with knowledge and insights about the nature of reality, truth,
and the world around us. Philosophy aims to uncover objective truths, explore fundamental
principles, and decipher the workings of the universe through logic and rationality. On the
other hand, literature engages with subjective experiences, emotions, and the human
condition. It doesn’t seek to present objective truths; rather communicates feelings,
perspectives, and the depth of human experiences through narrative, characters, and
artistic expression. Literature allows us to empathise, feel, and emotionally connect with
the world and the experiences of others. In essence, while philosophy seeks to uncover
what can be objectively known about the world, literature delves into the emotional and
subjective responses, reflecting the diverse and nuanced ways individuals perceive and feel
about the world around them. Together, they offer a comprehensive understanding of both
the objective and subjective aspects of human existence.

The term “philosophy” originates from two Greek words: philo, meaning “love,” and
sophia, meaning “wisdom” or “knowledge.” Thus, the compound word “philosophy”
translates to “love of wisdom” or “the pursuit of knowledge.” “Literature” finds its origins
in the Latin term litteratura, which initially referred to writing formed with letters or
alphabets. Over time, its meaning expanded to encompass a broader sense of written or
printed works of art, knowledge, or culture. Thus the inner meaning of the two words
suggest the relationship between “philosophy” and “literature”, as one is love for knowledge
and the other one is the way of expressing knowledge.

Philosophical influence on literature varies across different regions and perspectives.
In Europe, some critics argue that heavy philosophical themes in literature might overshadow
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the artistic and aesthetic aspects of the work. They suggest that an excessive focus on
conveying philosophical ideas could compromise the beauty of language, storytelling, or
character development. Conversely, proponents of philosophical influence on literature
argue that it enriches the depth and meaning of literary works. They believe that philosophical
themes enhance the intellectual and emotional resonance of literature, offering readers
deeper insights into the human condition and societal issues. In Asia, especially in countries
like India, Japan, or China, philosophical influence on literature is often seen as an
inherent aspect, deeply embedded in the cultural and historical context. Critics might
contend that an overemphasis on Western philosophical concepts could overshadow or
dilute the indigenous philosophical traditions present in Asian literature. However, many
see infusion of philosophical ideas into literature as a means of enriching storytelling,
providing a deeper understanding of cultural values, and fostering dialogue between different
philosophical traditions. Criticism varies widely based on individual perspectives, with
some valuing the fusion of philosophy and literature while others caution against the
potential overshadowing of literary elements by philosophical themes.

Greek philosophers have had a profound influence on European literature, often
serving as sources of inspiration or philosophical themes for various authors. In English
literature, the works of Greek philosophers like Plato and Aristotle have left a lasting
impact. Plato’s philosophical ideas about ideal forms, the nature of reality, and the allegory
of the cave, for instance, have been referenced in numerous literary works. Writers like
William Blake, who incorporated Platonic concepts into his poetry, and Aldous Huxley,
who drew on philosophical ideas in his novel “Brave New World,” exemplify this influence.
Aristotle’s teachings on tragedy, ethics, and politics have also influenced English literature.
His principles of dramatic structure and tragic flaw, outlined in “Poetics,” have shaped the
development of tragedy in English drama, notably seen in the works of Shakespeare,
Marlowe, and other playwrights. In German literature, the influence of Greek philosophy,
particularly that of Plato and Aristotle, is notable as well. German writers and thinkers like
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe were deeply influenced by ancient Greek philosophy. Goethe’s
philosophical novel “Wilhelm Meister’s Apprenticeship” reflects his engagement with
Avristotelian ideas about education, personal development, and the pursuit of self-realisation.
Additionally, Friedrich Nietzsche, though critical of traditional philosophy, engaged extensively
with Greek philosophy in his works. His reinterpretation of Greek tragedy and his ideas
on the Dionysian and Apollonian principles drew heavily from the works of Greek
philosophers. Both English and German literature showcase a rich tapestry of engagement
with Greek philosophical ideas, demonstrating how these ancient philosophies continue to
inspire and influence literary creativity across different cultures and time periods.
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Philosophy, although, has several divisions and countless views, literary works of
many scholars have emphasised more on pragmatic and naturalistic philosophy.

Pragmatism as a formal philosophy emerged in Milton’s writings, especially concerning
his views on free will, individual agency, and the pursuit of truth. Milton’s emphasis on the
individual’s capacity for choice and action reflects a pragmatic stance. His portrayal of
characters like Satan, who exercises free will despite consequences, showcases the
significance of personal agency and the repercussions of one’s decisions. This resonates
with pragmatic thought, which emphasises practical consequences and the importance of
individual choices. Moreover, Milton’s exploration of the nature of truth and knowledge in
“Paradise Lost” aligns with pragmatic philosophy’s focus on truth as a practical tool. He
presents different perspectives on truth and knowledge, inviting readers to critically engage
with conflicting ideas, which is reminiscent of the pragmatic approach to truth as something
that evolves through experience and inquiry.While Milton’s works predate the formal
development of pragmatism, his emphasis on individual choice, the practical consequences
of actions, and the exploration of truth through diverse perspectives echo some foundational
principles of pragmatist thought.

Naturalist philosophy, emphasising scientific observation, determinism, and the
influence of the environment on human behaviour, has left its mark on both English and
Spanish literature.

In English literature, authors like Thomas Hardy and Emile Zola incorporated naturalist
elements into their works. Hardy’s novels, such as “Tess of the d’Urbervilles” and ‘Jude
the Obscure,” exhibit deterministic forces shaping characters’ lives, highlighting how
environmental factors can influence and limit individual agency. Similarly, Emile Zola’s
works, such as “Germinal” and “Nana,” exemplify naturalist themes by portraying characters
trapped in social circumstances beyond their control, often succumbing to the forces of
heredity, environment, and economic pressures. In Spanish literature, naturalist elements
can be seen in the works of authors like Benito Pérez Galdés. His novels, including the
“Episodios Nacionales” series and “Fortunata and Jacinta,” delve into the social and
moral issues of 19th-century Spain. Galdés explores the impact of environment, social
conditions, and heredity on characters’ lives, reflecting naturalist themes prevalent in his
storytelling.

The relationship between comparative literature and philosophy offers a multifaceted
exploration of human thought, cultural expressions, and existential questions. While each
field brings its unique methodologies and perspectives, their intersection enriches the
understanding of both literary and philosophical texts.
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Comparative literature often intersects with philosophy due to its interdisciplinary
nature. It examines literary texts across cultures, languages, and historical periods, which
can include philosophical texts. This interdisciplinary approach allows for a deeper
exploration of philosophical themes, ideas, and perspectives within various literary works.
Comparative Literature and philosophy, both fields explore similar themes, their
methodologies differ. Philosophy often approaches ideas systematically, through logical
reasoning and argumentation. Comparative literature, on the other hand, employs a broader
range of methodologies, including literary analysis, historical context, linguistic studies,
and cultural studies.

Philosophical views and its movements through literary works have boundaries as
they are time and area centric.

Epic literature, in the early or ancient age, often intertwines with philosophical
themes, providing a platform for exploring profound questions about human existence,
morality, ethics, and the nature of reality. “The lliad” and “The Odyssey” by Homer, delve
into the human condition, exploring themes of heroism, mortality, fate, and the complexities
of human emotions. Philosophical inquiries about the nature of life, the inevitability of
death, and the struggles of mortal beings are interwoven into the narratives of these epic
poems. Indian epics like “The Mahabharata” and “The Ramayana” grapple with ethical
dilemmas, moral choices, and the concepts of duty and righteousness. These epics present
philosophical questions about the nature of dharma (duty) and karma (action), raising
discussions on ethical conduct and societal responsibilities. “Gilgamesh”, in Mesopotamian
literature explores the quest for knowledge, immortality, and the meaning of life. Philosophical
themes such as the pursuit of wisdom, the inevitability of mortality, and the human desire
for transcendence are central to this ancient epic.

European mediaeval philosophy, heavily influenced by Christian theology, focused
on reconciling faith with reason. Works by philosophers like St. Augustine and St. Thomas
Aquinas emphasised the harmony between faith and philosophy. This period often saw
literature intertwined with religious themes, such as Dante’s “Divine Comedy.” On the
contrary, American literature was influenced by Puritanism, reflected religious themes,
moral dilemmas, and the quest for spiritual fulfilment. Asian mediaeval philosophy, including
Buddhist, Confucian, and Taoist thought, greatly influenced Asian literature. Concepts of
karma, societal harmony, and the nature of existence permeated literary works, often
blending philosophical teachings with storytelling traditions.

The emergence of modern philosophy in Europe, marked by thinkers like Descartes,
focused on rationalism, scepticism, and the scientific revolution. This period saw a shift
towards secularism and empirical inquiry, reflected in literature. Authors like Voltaire and
Rousseau questioned traditional authority and religious dogma, impacting literary works
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for instance Voltaire’s “Candide.” American literature, with the Enlightenment and the
subsequent Transcendentalist movement, increasingly explored themes of individualism,
nature, and human potential. Philosophical ideas from thinkers like Emerson and Thoreau
shaped American literary works, emphasising self-reliance and the connection between
humans and nature. In Asia, modern philosophical movements were shaped by encounters
with Western ideas during colonisation. This period saw a fusion of traditional Asian
philosophies with Western concepts in literature, addressing issues of cultural identity,
modernisation, and societal change.

Several theorists have introduced different theories regarding the relationship between
comparative literature in the world based on their philosophical approach.

1. Mimesis and Poetics by Aristotle :

Avristotle’s “Poetics” delves into the concept of mimesis, or imitation, in literature. He
explores how literature imitates life and the role of art in portraying reality. Aristotle’s work
emphasises the ways in which literature reflects philosophical truths about human nature
and societal structures through imitation.

2. Existentialism in Literature :

Existentialist philosophers like Jean-Paul Sartre and Albert Camus explored existential
themes in literature. They believed that literature, especially novels and plays, offered a
space to depict the complexities of human existence, freedom, responsibility, and the
absurdity of life. Existentialist literature often serves as a means to convey philosophical
ideas about the human condition.

3. Hermeneutics and Interpretation :

Philosophers like Hans-Georg Gadamer proposed hermeneutics as a theory of
interpretation. This theory examines how understanding and interpretation shape our
engagement with literary texts. Hermeneutics suggests that literature acts as a vehicle for
conveying deeper truths, and our interpretation of these texts is intertwined with our
philosophical frameworks and historical contexts.

4. Deconstruction in Literary Theory :

Jacques Derrida’s deconstruction theory challenged traditional notions of language,
meaning, and truth. Deconstructionism in literature examines how language constructs
meaning and how texts contain inherent contradictions. This theory suggests that literature
reveals philosophical complexities and inherent tensions within language and
communication.

5. Aesthetic Theory of Art in Literature :
Philosophers like Immanuel Kant and Theodor Adorno developed aesthetic theories
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about art, including literature. Kant’s aesthetic theory emphasises the role of aesthetic
experience in literature, suggesting that literary works evoke a disinterested pleasure and
offer a unique mode of knowledge. Adorno’s critical theory examines how literature engages
with societal issues and offers critical insights into culture and politics.

6. Reader Response Theory :

This theory, proposed by theorists like Wolfgang Iser and Stanley Fish, focuses on
the role of the reader in interpreting texts. Reader Response Theory suggests that meaning
in literature is not solely derived from the author’s intent but is constructed through the
interaction between the text and the reader’s experiences, beliefs, and cultural context.

These theories offer diverse perspectives on how literature and philosophy intersect,
illustrating how literary works convey philosophical ideas, challenge established norms,
and engage readers in contemplating existential, ethical, and societal issues.

Metaphysics, the branch of philosophy concerned with the nature of existence, reality,
and the fundamental principles underlying existence, often intertwines with literature to
add depth, complexity, and philosophical value to literary works. In Haruki Murakami’s
“Kafka on the Shore,” metaphysical elements intertwine with the narrative, blurring the
boundaries between reality and dreams. The novel explores themes of existence, identity,
and the nature of reality through surreal and enigmatic occurrences, prompting readers to
question conventional perceptions of existence. Jorge Luis Borges’ short story “The Garden
of Forking Paths” delves into metaphysical concepts of time and infinity. The narrative
explores the intricacies of time and alternate realities, challenging conventional notions of
temporal existence and the interconnectedness of events. Philip K. Dick’s “Do Androids
Dream of Electric Sheep?” delves into metaphysical themes by questioning the nature of
consciousness and the essence of humanity. It probes the boundaries of identity, ethics,
and empathy, raising philosophical inquiries into the nature of being. Franz Kafka’s “The
Metamorphosis” employs metaphysical allegory, using the protagonist’s transformation
into an insect as a symbol of existential alienation and the human condition. Metaphysical
themes add depth to literary works, stimulating philosophical inquiry and inviting readers
to contemplate fundamental questions about existence, consciousness, and reality. By
engaging with metaphysical elements, literature encourages readers to ponder the mysteries
of existence and the nature of truth. It often manifests through evocative imagery and
symbolism in literature, offering authors rich symbolic tools to convey complex philosophical
ideas. Symbolism adds layers of meaning, inviting readers to interpret deeper allegorical
messages embedded within narratives. Literature incorporating metaphysical themes
prompts readers to reflect on their own perceptions, beliefs, and existential queries. By
engaging with metaphysical concepts in literary works, readers are invited to explore
personal interpretations and contemplate the complexities of the human condition.
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Various philosophical movements throughout history influence Literature in a specific
area.

British literature as well as German, French and other European literary works get
influenced by renaissance, enlightenment, Victorian morality and so forth.

During the Renaissance, the revival of classical learning and humanist ideas profoundly
influenced British literature. Humanist philosophers like Erasmus emphasised the dignity
of human beings and the pursuit of knowledge. It influenced writers like Shakespeare,
whose works explored human nature, morality, and the complexities of the human condition.
Humanism in the Renaissance period is followed by Rationalism which comes through
enlightenment. Enlightenment philosophers like John Locke and Voltaire advocated reason,
scientific inquiry, and individualism. Their ideas on liberty, progress, and the social contract
influenced Biritish literature. Writers like Alexander Pope and Jonathan Swift used satire
and reason to critique society and politics in their works. William Blake, later, conjugates
individualism with romanticism. The Romantic movement, with its emphasis on nature,
emotion, and individualism, deeply impacted British literature. Philosophers like Rousseau
and Kant influenced Romantic poets like William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge.
Their poetry celebrated nature, the imagination, and the individual’s emotional experience.
The Victorian era, in the next, was marked by a moral and social consciousness influenced
by philosophical thinkers like John Stuart Mill. Authors such as Charles Dickens and
George Eliot addressed social issues and moral dilemmas in their realistic novels, reflecting
the moral concerns of the time.

Existentialist and modernist philosophies, emerging in the twentieth century, influenced
British literature. Existentialist ideas about the absurdity of existence and individual freedom
influenced writers like Samuel Beckett and Jean-Paul Sartre. Modernist writers like T.S.
Eliot and Virginia Woolf experimented with narrative forms, reflecting the fragmented
nature of reality. Postmodernist and deconstructionist philosophers, in the nineteenth century,
challenged traditional norms and questioned the stability of truth and language. This
influenced British literature in the latter half of the 20th century. Authors like Salman
Rushdie and Jeanette Winterson experimented with narrative structures and cultural
identities, reflecting postmodern concerns.

Works of Immanuel Kant and G.W.E Hegel emphasised ideas about consciousness,
freedom, and the nature of reality. German Idealism influenced literary works such as
Goethe’s “Faust” which delves into existential questions, moral dilemmas, and the pursuit
of knowledge, reflecting elements of Kantian and Hegelian thought. The Romantic movement
in Germany explored emotions, nature, and the individual’s relationship with the divine.
Literary works by Friedrich Schiller’s “The Robbers” and Novalis’ “Hymns to the Night”
reflected Romantic ideals, exploring themes of passion, freedom, and the sublime in nature.
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Friedrich Nietzsche’s existential and nihilistic ideas in the nineteenth century had a
profound impact on German literature. His philosophical concepts, found in works like
“Thus Spoke Zarathustra,” influenced writers such as Thomas Mann and Hermann Hesse
, who explored existential themes, the search for meaning, and the human condition in
“The Magic Mountain” and “Steppenwolf” respectively. French Enlightenment thinkers like
René Descartes and Voltaire championed reason, tolerance, and social progress. Voltaire’s
philosophical ideas influenced his literary works, including “Candide,” which satirically
critiques societal norms, religious dogma, and the human condition. Moreover,
Existentialism, epitomised by Jean-Paul Sartre and Albert Camus, explored themes of
existence, freedom, and the absurdity of life. Sartre’s plays like “No Exit” and Camus’s
novel “The Stranger” reflect existential dilemmas, moral responsibility, and the search for
authenticity. French thinkers like Michel Foucault and Jacques Derrida in the twentieth
century contributed to structuralism and post-structuralism, which challenged fixed meanings
and explored language and power. Their philosophical ideas influenced literary theory,
impacting how literature is interpreted and understood.

Literary works in Germany and France have been deeply influenced by the
philosophical underpinnings of their respective eras, from the rationalism of the
Enlightenment to the existential inquiries of the 20th century. These philosophical movements
have left indelible imprints on literature, shaping its themes, narrative styles, and intellectual
inquiries.

American literature, in comparison with European literature, has been greatly
influenced by various philosophical, industrial and freedom movements that have shaped
its themes, styles, and cultural significance.

Transcendentalism, spearheaded by thinkers like Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry
David Thoreau, emphasised the individual’s intuition, spirituality, and connection with
nature. This movement influenced American literature, with works like Emerson’s essays
and Thoreau’s “Walden” exploring self-reliance, nature, and the search for truth. Writers
like Edgar Allan Poe and Nathaniel Hawthorne explored dark themes and psychological
complexities, while poets like Walt Whitman celebrated the democratic spirit and
individualism in their works.

Philosophers like William James and John Dewey developed Pragmatism which
emphasis on practicality, experience, and interrogation of truth through action. Authors
like Mark Twain and William Faulkner reflected pragmatic perspectives in their works,
critiquing society and exploring human nature. Naturalism and Realism, influenced by
philosophical ideas about determinism and the impact of the environment on human
behaviour, shaped American literature in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
Writers like Stephen Crane and Theodore Dreiser depicted gritty, realistic portrayals of life

FEA 8 D9



and society. Existentialist themes of individual freedom, authenticity, and the search for
meaning influenced American literature in the mid-twentieth century. Authors like Jack
Kerouac and J.D. Salinger explored existential ideas in their works, reflecting the angst
and alienation of the post-war era. Postmodernist and deconstructionist philosophers
challenged traditional norms in American literature. Authors like Thomas Pynchon and
Toni Morrison experimented with narrative structures, cultural identities, and metafictional
elements.

Following the immense cultural and philosophical enhancement in the Northern part
of America, a typical and rich tapestry of cultural, historical and philosophical view
influences Caribbean literature which deals with its history of colonisation, slavery, migration,
and cultural diversity. The philosophical underpinnings within Caribbean literature are
diverse and multifaceted, drawing from various ideological and philosophical perspectives.

Caribbean literature, on the contrary, often reflects the postcolonial condition, exploring
themes of identity, cultural hybridity, and the impact of colonialism on society. Writers like
Derek Walcott and Aimé Césaire incorporate postcolonial theories and resistance against
cultural hegemony in their works, emphasising cultural pride and decolonization. Moreover,
it celebrates creolization, blending African, European, and Indigenous cultures. Writers like
Jean Rhys and Jamaica Kincaid explore themes of identity, displacement, and cultural
fragmentation resulting from the blending of diverse cultures in the Caribbean. Caribbean
literature often draws from the rich oral tradition and storytelling practices rooted in
African and Indigenous cultures. This emphasis on orality and communal storytelling
reflects philosophical notions of collective memory, communal identity, and the power of
narratives grappling with issues of diaspora, migration, and exile, exploring the complexities
of identity in a transnational context. Writers like V.S. Naipaul and Edwidge Danticat
examine the psychological impact of displacement, reflecting philosophical ideas about
belonging, rootlessness, and cultural dislocation.

This particular literature engages with liberation movements and social justice. Frantz
Fanon and C.L.R. James articulates philosophical perspectives on colonialism, race, and
oppression, advocating for social change and decolonization. Existential themes of
alienation, freedom, and the search for meaning are prevalent in Caribbean literature.
Authors like Wilson Harris and Kamau Brathwaite explore existential questions, connecting
personal experiences to larger historical and cultural contexts, emphasising the importance
of cultural memory and history.

Western philosophy, while concerned more with pragmatism and reality, Eastern
hemisphere mainly deals with the history, nature and culture backdropping the rich and
older philosophical view.

FEd 2 SR



Vedanta philosophy, emphasising the concepts of Atman (self) and Brahmana
(universal soul), has had a significant impact on Indian literature. Works such as the
Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, the Mahabharata and the Ramayana reflect Vedantic ideas
about the nature of reality, the self, and spiritual liberation. Writers like Rabindranath
Tagore and Swami Vivekananda incorporated Vedantic themes in their literary and
philosophical works.

Philosophy of Buddhism and Jainism emphasis on impermanence, suffering, and
the pursuit of enlightenment influenced literature. Buddhist Jataka tales, as well as works
like Asvaghosha’s Buddhacarita, highlight moral teachings and the path to enlightenment.
These philosophical concepts influenced the writings of Indian poets like Ashvaghosha and
Kalidasa. Moreover, the mystical approach and themes of divine love and spiritual unity
in Sufism influenced Indian literature, especially in poetry. Sufi poets like Rumi, Hafiz, and
Amir Khusrow expressed Sufi ideals through ghazals and mystical poetry, which had a
significant impact on Indian poets like Kabir, Bulleh Shah, and Amir Khusro.

Advaita Vedanta, propagated by Adi Shankaracharya, emphasises the non-dual
nature of reality. This philosophy influenced literary works like Shankaracharya’s own
compositions and the poetry of saints like Sant Tukaram and Sant Dnyaneshwar, who
conveyed Advaita principles in their devotional writings. The Bhakti movement, emphasising
devotion and love towards a personal god, influenced a vast body of devotional literature.
Saints like Mirabai, Surdas, Tulsidas, and Kabir expressed their devotion through poems
and songs, contributing to a rich tradition of Bhakti poetry that blends philosophical ideals
with emotional fervour.

Modern Indian literature continues to engage with philosophical movements. Neo-
Vedanta, as propagated by Ramakrishna Paramahamsa Dev and Swami Vivekananda,
addresses contemporary issues and has inspired writers like Rabindranath Tagore, whose
works often reflect modern philosophical and spiritual inquiries.

These philosophical movements, with their varied ideologies and spiritual teachings,
have deeply influenced the themes, expressions, and moral underpinnings of Indian literature,
shaping its richness and diversity across different languages and regions in India.

Another rich Asian or Eastern literature is Chinese literature that is deeply intertwined
with philosophical traditions that have shaped its themes, styles, and cultural significance
over centuries. Confucianism in Chinese literature emphasis on ethics, social order, and
moral values profoundly influenced Chinese literature. Works like “The Analects of
Confucius” and “Dream of the Red Chamber” by Cao Xueqin reflect Confucian values of
filial piety, social hierarchy, and the importance of moral conduct.
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Taoist philosophy, centred on harmony, naturalness, and the Tao, influenced Chinese
poetry and prose. The works of Taoist philosophers like Laozi and Zhuangzi, and poets
like Li Bai and Du Fu, reflect themes of spontaneity, nature, and the ineffable beauty of
existence. Like Indian literature, Buddhism’s emphasis on enlightenment, compassion,
and the transient nature of life influenced Chinese literature. Buddhist sutras and
philosophical texts, along with literary works like ‘Journey to the West” by Wu Cheng’en,
explore themes of spiritual enlightenment, karma, and the human condition. Chinese
literature often reflects the concept of filial piety and moral ethics prevalent in Confucian
thought. Stories like “The Twenty-Four Filial Exemplars” highlight moral virtues and the
importance of family relationships and moral obligations.

The philosophical concept of Yin-Yang, representing dualistic forces in harmony,
influences Chinese literature. It manifests in poetry and prose, exploring the balance between
opposites, such as light and darkness, chaos and order, in works like “The Book of Songs”
and “The Art of War” by Sun Tzu. This literature often critiques societal norms and
advocates for change. Modern works by authors like Lu Xun and Lao She reflect
philosophical concerns about societal reform, individualism, and the impact of modernization
on traditional values. Chinese literature’s philosophical depth lies in its integration of
Confucian, Taoist, and Buddhist principles, offering nuanced reflections on ethics, spirituality,
human nature, and societal values.

Islamic philosophy influenced by thinkers like Avicenna (Ibn Sina) and Averroes (Ibn
Rushd), permeates Middle Eastern literature. Works such as Rumi’s “Masnavi” and Attar’s
“The Conference of the Birds” reflect Sufi mysticism, exploring themes of divine love,
spiritual transformation, and the quest for unity with the divine. Arabic poetry integrates
philosophical themes, drawing from classical Arabic philosophers like Al-Farabi and Al-
Ghazali. Poetry by figures such as Al-Mutanabbi and Abu Nuwas embodies philosophical
reflections on beauty, love, mortality, and the human condition. Middle Eastern literature
often grapples with questions of cultural identity, tradition, and modernity. Works by authors
like Naguib Mahfouz in “The Cairo Trilogy” and Khalil Gibran in “The Prophet” explore
philosophical themes of cultural heritage, societal change, and the clash between tradition
and modern values.

Middle Eastern literature serves as a platform for political and social commentary.
Authors like Ghassan Kanafani and Nawal El Saadawi use literature to critique political
systems, social injustices, and the complexities of power dynamics in the region delving
into existential themes, questioning the nature of existence, freedom, and morality. For
example, the works of Mahmoud Darwish, a Palestinian poet, reflect existential concerns
about identity, exile, and the struggle for self-determination. It often engages in dialogues
between different religious and philosophical traditions. “The Conference of the Birds” by
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Attar exemplifies this, presenting allegorical discussions among birds representing various
spiritual paths, emphasising unity and transcending religious differences.

Although comparative world literature is mainly based in Europe, America and Asia,
the alienated, small yet significant portion of the world, Australia and its surrounding
islands have grown their own philosophical aspect reflecting through their literary works.
Patrick White’s novel “Voss” explores the Australian landscape and its impact on human
existence. The novel delves into the character Voss’s obsession with exploring the outback,
reflecting existential themes of isolation, the human-nature relationship, and the quest for
meaning in a vast and unforgiving landscape. Whereas, Peter Carey’s “Oscar and Lucinda”
grapples with questions of identity, cultural clash, and the complexities of colonial Australia.
This novel navigates the lives of two characters from different cultural backgrounds, exploring
their struggles to find a sense of belonging in a multicultural society.

Postcolonialism and Indigenous Perspectives is a significant factor in the Australian
literary movement. Alexis Wright’s “Carpentaria” reflects Indigenous perspectives and
challenges postcolonial notions depicting local mythology, Indigenous spirituality, and the
struggle against colonialism, offering a philosophical exploration of the Indigenous relationship
with land, spirituality, and resistance. David Malouf’s “Remembering Babylon” addresses
existential themes of belonging and identity. The story revolves around a white man who
grows up with an Indigenous community and grapples with questions of identity, cultural
belonging, and the search for personal truth. Tim Winton’s “Cloudstreet” explores ethical
dilemmas, family dynamics, and societal change raising philosophical questions about
morality, redemption, and the human capacity for compassion and forgiveness in the face
of adversity. Richard Flanagan’'s “Gould’s Book of Fish © employs postmodern narrative
techniques to explore cultural identity and colonial history. It challenges conventional
storytelling, intertwining history, fiction, and satire to question power dynamics, truth, and
the construction of identity. Australian literature’s philosophical depth lies in its exploration
of diverse themes, engaging with existential, cultural, environmental, and social issues
unique to the Australian experience.

Some factors develop new philosophical views in a certain area and get penned
down by the scholars.

1. Impact of Existentialism on Post-World War Il Literature :

Existentialism, stemming from philosophers like Jean-Paul Sartre and Albert Camus,
emphasised individual freedom, authenticity, and the absurdity of human existence. Post-
World War I literature, for instance Samuel Beckett’s “Waiting for Godot,” reflected
existential themes of alienation, meaninglessness, and the search for purpose in an absurd
world.
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2. Influence of Romanticism on Poetry and Prose :

Romanticism, inspired by Rousseau and emphasising emotion, nature, and
individualism, shaped artistic expression and creativity. The Romantic movement impacted
William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge in England, through their collection
“Lyrical Ballads,” which celebrated nature, emotions, and the individual’s inner world,
reflecting the Romantic ideals of emotional depth and connection with the natural world.

3. Impact of Structuralism and Post-Structuralism on Narrative
Techniques :

Structuralism, introduced by Ferdinand de Saussure, discussed structures and systems
of language. Post-Structuralism, advocated by Jacques Derrida and Michel Foucault,
critiqued fixed meanings and questioned linguistic norms. These philosophical movements
influenced narrative techniques. Authors like Italo Calvino, influenced by structuralism
concepts, experimented with narrative forms in works like “If on a winter’s night a traveller,”
challenging conventional storytelling. Post-Structuralist ideas influenced authors like Salman
Rushdie, who incorporated metafiction and multiple perspectives in “Midnight’s Children,”
questioning linear narratives and historical truths.

4. Impact of Enlightenment Ideals on Satirical Literature :

Enlightenment ideals of reason, scepticism, and social reform influenced literary
satire. Satirical works like Voltaire’s “Candide” critiqued societal norms, religious dogma,
and political systems, satirising the contradictions between Enlightenment ideals and societal
realities. The novella used humour and irony to challenge prevailing norms and advocate
for intellectual inquiry and social progress.

The relationship between philosophy and literature has sparked ongoing debates
and discussions among scholars, thinkers, and critics. Some argue that literature serves as
a mirror, mirroring reality and providing a representation of life. Plato’s critique of poetry
as mere imitation falls under this view. Others contend that literature goes beyond mere
imitation and offers insights, perspectives, and truths about human existence that transcend
reality. Literature, they argue, adds value by provoking thought and emotions. Some
emphasise literature’s aesthetic value, valuing it for its beauty, creativity, and artistry. They
focus on literary forms, language, and style as crucial elements. Contrarily, others argue
for literature’s ethical function, highlighting its role in conveying moral lessons, ethical
dilemmas, and guiding human behaviour. Literature, they contend, shapes ethical
understanding and consciousness. Some perspective advocates for the autonomy of both
philosophy and literature, suggesting that they operate independently with distinct purposes
and methods. Conversely, some argue for the instrumental role of literature in conveying
philosophical ideas. They propose that literature serves as a vehicle to communicate
complex philosophical concepts to a wider audience, making philosophy more accessible.
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Some scholars focus on analysing literature through the lens of literary criticism, emphasising
aspects like narrative structure, character development, and thematic analysis. Others
engage in philosophical analysis of literature, examining it for its underlying philosophical
themes, ethical dilemmas, and existential inquiries.

In both Europe and India, the modern approach to conjugating philosophy and
literature involves innovative methods that intertwine these disciplines. Universities in
Europe offer interdisciplinary programs that combine philosophy and literature. Courses
like “Philosophy of Literature” or “Literary Ethics” explore the intersection between these
disciplines, encouraging critical analysis and discussions. Similar interdisciplinary courses
are gaining traction in Indian academic institutions, fostering a holistic understanding of
philosophy and literature and their interconnections.

Scholars engage in comparative studies between European philosophical traditions
and various literary movements, analysing how philosophical ideas manifest across different
literary works. Postcolonial scholars in Europe examine the relationship between Western
philosophical traditions and postcolonial literature, exploring the impact of colonisation on
literary expressions. In India, there’s a growing interest in comparative studies that juxtapose
Indian philosophical concepts from Vedanta, Upanishads, or Bhagavad Gita with Western
philosophical ideas, exploring their impact on Indian literature. Indian scholars employ
decolonial approaches, analysing how Indian literature reflects resistance against colonial
ideologies and incorporates indigenous philosophical concepts.

These modern approaches in Europe and India reflect a dynamic engagement between
philosophy and literature, fostering interdisciplinary collaboration, comparative inquiries,
and the exploration of philosophical themes within literary contexts. They aim to transcend
traditional disciplinary boundaries, encouraging innovative dialogues and nuanced
understandings of human experience, society, and culture.

The integration of philosophy and literature continues to evolve, fostering innovative
approaches that intersect these disciplines. Scholars engage in interdisciplinary studies
that fuse philosophy and literature, exploring comparative analyses of philosophical ideas
across literary works from diverse cultures and time periods. Comparative studies between
Western existentialist philosophy and Japanese literature, examining how themes of
existential angst and human isolation manifest in Haruki Murakami’s works like “Norwegian
Wood” or “Kafka on the Shore,” offer cross-cultural insights into existential concerns.
Contemporary literature continues to explore existential themes, infusing philosophical
concepts into narratives that reflect the complexities of modern existence. Zadie Smith’s
“White Teeth” or Mohsin Hamid’s “The Reluctant Fundamentalist” incorporate existential
dilemmas about identity, alienation, and the search for meaning in the contemporary
globalised world, offering philosophical depth to their narratives.
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Authors explore ethical dilemmas, moral quandaries, and ethical theories through
fictional narratives, engaging readers in moral contemplation. lan McEwan’s “Atonement”
grapples with moral responsibility, guilt, and the consequences of actions, prompting readers
to ponder ethical complexities within the narrative, blurring the lines between ethics and
storytelling. Postmodern literature continues to experiment with narrative forms, metafiction,
and intertextuality, incorporating philosophical inquiries into the nature of reality, truth,
and representation. David Mitchell’s “Cloud Atlas” employs a fragmented narrative structure
and interwoven storylines, inviting philosophical reflections on interconnectedness, identity,
and the cyclical nature of human existence.

Digital humanities explore the integration of philosophy and literature through digital
platforms, fostering innovative ways to present philosophical ideas within narratives.
Interactive storytelling experiences or hypertext narratives, like “The Unknown” by Dirk
Stratton, blend philosophical musings with reader interaction, allowing users to navigate
and explore philosophical themes within the narrative.

Such current trends reflect the dynamic ways in which philosophy and literature are
intertwineed with each other, offering diverse avenues for philosophical exploration within
the realm of storytelling. The integration of these disciplines continues to evolve, fostering
thought-provoking narratives that engage readers in philosophical contemplation while
expanding the boundaries of literary expression.

One realizes God in proportion to the intensity of one’s feeling for Him. He
who is really eager to cross the ocean of the world will somehow break his bonds.
No one can entangle him. The Master (Sri Ramakrishna) is the embodiment of all
deities and of all mantras... Really and truly, one can worship through him all gods
and goddesses. — Sri Ma Sarada Devi
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Fish Farming in Contai,
West Bengal : A Thriving Industry

Suprakash Pal [Student, B.Ed. 1st Year]

Abstract :

This article explores the thriving fish farming industry in Contai, West Bengal, shedding
light on its economic significance, cultivation techniques, challenges, and future prospects.
Contai’s advantageous geographic location near the Bay of Bengal has fostered an
environment conducive to diverse aquaculture practices, making it a pivotal hub for fish
farming in the region.

Introduction :

Nestled within the Purba Medinipur district of West Bengal, Contai boasts a flourishing
tish farming industry that serves as a backbone for the local economy. Blessed with fertile
lands and a climate conducive to aquaculture, the region has become a hotbed for cultivating
various fish species.

The geographic advantage of being in close proximity to the Bay of Bengal provides
an ideal setting for fish farming. Contai’s water bodies, including ponds, lakes, and canals,
offer a fertile ground for the cultivation of an extensive array of fish species, thereby
establishing it as a prominent center for aquaculture.

This article delves into the multifaceted aspects of fish farming in Contai, touching
upon the diverse cultivation techniques, economic significance, technological advancements,
challenges faced by the industry, governmental support, and the promising future prospects
that await this thriving sector.

Historical Context :

Fish farming in Contai, West Bengal, has a significant historical context within the
larger scope of aquaculture development in India. West Bengal, known for its extensive
freshwater resources, has a rich tradition of fish cultivation dating back centuries. The
region’s favorable climatic conditions and abundant water bodies have contributed to the
growth of aquaculture, including fish farming.

In Contai specifically, the practice of fish farming likely has roots in traditional
methods passed down through generations. The region’s ponds, rivers, and wetlands have
provided natural settings for rearing various fish species. Over time, advancements in
aquaculture techniques, introduction of new fish breeds, government initiatives, and

FEA 8 DD



technological innovations have contributed to the expansion and modernization of fish
farming practices in Contai and surrounding areas.

The industry has witnessed changes in production methods, from traditional extensive
farming to more intensive and semi-intensive methods, aimed at increasing yield and
efficiency. Government support through schemes and subsidies has also played a role in
promoting and sustaining the growth of fish farming in the region.

The historical context of fish farming in Contai, West Bengal, therefore, reflects a
blend of traditional practices with modern advancements, driven by the region’s natural
resources, socio-economic factors, and technological developments in aquaculture.

Diversity in Fish Cultivation :

Contai, situated in West Bengal, boasts a rich and diverse landscape for fish cultivation.
The region’s aquatic resources and favorable climatic conditions have facilitated the
cultivation of various fish species, contributing significantly to the local economy and
dietary needs.

Rohu (Labeo rohita), Catla (Catla catla), Mrigal (Cirrhinus cirrhosus), and Tilapia
are among the commonly cultivated fish species in Contai. These species thrive in the
freshwater bodies prevalent in the region, including ponds, lakes, and even rice fields. The
cultivation of these fish species is not only a means of livelihood but also addresses the
protein requirements of the local population.

Moreover, Contai’s fish cultivation practices often embrace innovative and sustainable
methods, such as integrated fish farming. This technique combines fish rearing with
agriculture, allowing for a symbiotic relationship between fish and crops. Farmers use the
nutrient-rich water from fish ponds to irrigate fields, promoting better crop growth, while
the fish benefit from increased water quality and supplemental feed sources from crop
residues. This integrated approach not only diversifies the agricultural output but also
enhances the overall productivity of both fish and crops.

Additionally, the region’s pisciculture practices often involve traditional knowledge
passed down through generations, complemented by modern techniques and technologies.
This blend of traditional wisdom and contemporary methods contributes to the diversity
and success of fish cultivation in Contai.

The significance of fish cultivation extends beyond economic gains. It plays a vital
role in ensuring food security and nutrition for the local populace. Fish, being a rich source
of protein and essential nutrients, contributes significantly to a balanced diet, particularly
in areas where access to diverse protein sources might be limited.
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In conclusion, Contai’s diverse fish cultivation practices, encompassing various species
and innovative techniques, not only support the local economy but also play a crucial role
in providing sustainable food sources and enhancing agricultural productivity in the region.

Harvesting and Marketing :

Fish harvesting is done by using a net or draining away the entire volume of water.
It should be noted that different species of food are obtained at different stages and
weights. To get the most out of your food and provide your customers with quality fish,
you need to make sure they are farmed properly and at the right time.

Fish marketing — Since doing business is actually looking at market trends and
then making a profit, it is important to understand the business trend of agribusiness. Fish
is considered a good source of vitamin D, omega-3, vitamin B2, and many more. Many
people are giving up red meat for fish. This is an important reason why the raising of
different aquatic species is a fast-growing sector. Most people eat fish. Research shows
that about 500,000 people conclude that eating fish regularly increases a person’s lifespan.
This shows that you have a ready market. However, the goal is not to take the fish too
far, as this will reduce your profit margins and the quality of the fish. Good quality fish
will enable you to perform better than the competition. Like any other business, this is a
business we should be marketing.

Market Availability :

Fish farming in Contai, West Bengal, has various market opportunities. The region’s
proximity to water bodies and favorable climatic conditions makes it suitable for fish
cultivation. There’s a growing demand for freshwater fish like Rohu, Catla, and Mrigal,
which could be profitable options for fish farmers in Contai. Additionally, exploring market
demand for specific varieties and establishing local connections could help in better
understanding the market dynamics for fish farming in the region.

There are various market . Some main markets are Contai Supermarket, Majna
Market, Nachinda bazar, Kalinagar fish market. The availability of fish in Contai
Supermarket is significantly higher than the availability of fish Majna and Nachinda fish
market. Again, the availability of fish in Kalinagar fish market is significantly higher than
the availability of fish in Majna and Nnachinda fish market. But there is no significant
difference in the availability of fish between Contai Supermarket and the Kalinagar fish
market. For having this opportunities, local people can easily sell hervested fishes in this
markets.

Socioeconomic Impact :

Fish farming in Contai, West Bengal, has wielded a profound socioeconomic influence.
As a primary occupation for many locals, it has emerged as a critical source of livelihood,
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offering employment opportunities and a steady income. The industry’s growth has
significantly reduced unemployment rates, particularly in rural areas, empowering individuals
and communities.

Moreover, fish farming has bolstered food security by augmenting the availability of
protein- rich sources, aiding in addressing malnutrition concerns. This surge in fish
production has not only met local demands but has also facilitated trade, allowing for the
export of surplus produce to neighboring regions, further boosting the local economy.

The positive socioeconomic implications extend beyond direct employment and food
availability. The industry’s growth has spurred the development of ancillary sectors such
as transportation, packaging, and marketing, creating a ripple effect that generates additional
jobs and economic opportunities. Overall, fish farming in Contai has played a pivotal role
in enhancing the region’s socioeconomic landscape, fostering economic growth, and
empowering its residents.

Challenges and Future Prospects :

Fish farming in Contai, West Bengal, presents a promising yet challenging industry.
The region’s aquatic resources and favorable climate offer an excellent environment for
fish cultivation. However, several hurdles hinder its potential growth.

Water quality management stands as a significant challenge. Contai’s water bodies
often face pollution from various sources, impacting the health of aquatic life. Additionally,
disease outbreaks among fish populations pose a threat to farmers’ livelihoods, requiring
effective disease control measures and better veterinary support.

Access to finance and modern technology remains a concern for many local fish
farmers. Lack of capital limits investments in infrastructure and innovative aquaculture
techniques, hindering productivity and profitability. Furthermore, inadequate knowledge
about modern farming practices and technological advancements hampers the industry’s
growth potential.

To address these challenges and bolster the future prospects of fish farming in Contai,
several measures could be implemented. Improving water management through stricter
regulations and community involvement could enhance water quality. Providing financial
support, subsidies, and easy access to credit could assist farmers in adopting modern
technology and infrastructure, thereby increasing efficiency and yield.

Moreover, offering training programs, workshops, and extension services on sustainable
practices and disease management could empower farmers with necessary skills.
Encouraging diversification into different species, promoting value addition, and
strengthening market linkages would also create more opportunities and higher income for
local fish farmers.
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By addressing these challenges and implementing strategic interventions, Contai’s
fish farming industry could experience significant growth, ensuring sustainable livelihoods
and contributing to the region’s economic development.

Conclusion :

Fish farming in Contai, West Bengal, represents a thriving sector harnessing the
region’s conducive climate and abundant water resources. This industry has notably bolstered
the local economy, offering livelihoods and catering to the escalating demand for fish in
both regional and local markets. Despite these benefits, sustaining and enhancing this
practice requires addressing key challenges. Effective water quality management, disease
prevention strategies, and navigating market fluctuations are paramount. Tackling these
issues would not only ensure the continued success of fish farming in Contai but also
fortify its position as a crucial contributor to the socio-economic landscape of the region.
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You can safely walk on thorns with your shoes on;
Shoed with spititual knowledge you can as safely roam
over this thorny world.

- Sri Ramakrishna
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Foundation History of ISRO

Soumen Maity [Student, B.Ed. 1st Year]

From carrying rocket parts on bicycle or bullock carts to reaching Mars in the first
attempt or successfully landing on the South Pole of the Moon as the first country in the
world shows India’s progress in space science. The history of the journey behind the
achievements that we see or feel proud of in the field of space today was not at all easy.
And to tell the beginning of this journey, we can start from the year 1920 when many
scientists of India started researching on space.The notable ones were Meghnad Saha, CV
Raman etc. However, since independence, the curiosity about space has increased a lot
among several Indians due to various reasons.

In the years after World War 1, tensions between the United States and the Soviet
Union were increasing as the two countries sought to establish themselves as global
superpowers. As a result, the Cold War started between the two countries. So the two
countries realized the need to launch rockets into outer space to use intercontinental
ballistic missiles as nuclear weapons against each other. Because of that they became very
active in developing space technology which resulted in the start of space race between
the two countries. When the United States first announced in 1955 that it would launch
artificial satellites into outer space, the event sparked the space race between the two
countries. However, the Soviet Union went ahead in this space race by launching the
world’s first artificial satellite Sputnik [ in 1957 and made history by becoming the first
country in the world to reach space. In the same year, the Soviet Union successfully
launched its second artificial satellite, Sputnik II. But in this mission they sent a dog named
Laika into space. Following this success of the Soviet Union, America also successfully
launched its first artificial satellite, Explorer-1, into space in 1958. And space technology
was developing very fast at that time because of space race between these two countries.

Originally, the successful launch of Sputnik in 1957 and the development of space
technology at that time, Dr. Vikram Sarabhai, India’s eminent physicist and astronomer,
deeply felt the importance of space technology for the development of the country. And that
is why Dr. Vikram Sarabhai and Dr. Homi Jehangir Bhabha convinced the then Prime
Minister of India Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru to develop his own space program and invest
in the space sector for the development of the country. Initially, Prime Minister Nehru
entrusted the task of space research and outer space exploration to the Department of
Atomic Energy, headed by senior nuclear physicist Homi Jehangir Bhabha. Here we all
know that Homi Jehangir Bhabha is known as ‘Father of Indian Atomic Energy’. Then,
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Dr. Homi Bhabha established the Indian National Committee for Space Research
(INCOSPAR) in 1962 with another brilliant scientist Dr. Vikram Sarabhai as its Chairman.
India’s space technology and infrastructure was not at all good at the time when INCOSPAR
was formed in India. Besides, in 1962 India’s internal and economic situation was
completely weakened due to the humiliation at border clash with China. Inspite of such
multiple obstacles at that time, the formation of INCOSPAR under the leadership of Prime
Minister Nehru, Dr. Bhabha and Dr.Sarabhai to develop India’s space technology can be
summed up in a famous quote by Oscar Wilde.

“We are all in the gutter, but some of us are looking at stars” - Oscar Wilde.

After the formation of INCOSPAR, it signed an agreement with NASA for the ‘Nike-
Apache’ sounding rocket under the leadership of Dr. Vikram Sarabhai. After that, Vikram
Sarabhai traveled around the country to build the launching station required for the
successful launch of this rocket but he didn’t find the proper place. Then he reached
Thumba, a small fishing village in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. While visiting St. Mary
Magdalene Church of Thumba, he noticed that the church was located on the magnetic
equator and the village was nearby to the geographic equator, so he considered the place
perfect for a launching station. Vikram Sarabhai and his associates, with the help of the
bishop and the villagers, were able to use the church and the bishop’s house as a rocket
designing and assembling center, an engineering workshop, and an open space laboratory.
Thus gradually all villages became ‘Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching Station.” From
the very beginning, Vikram Sarabhai’s aim was to improve the space technology of the
country, for that purpose all the scientists were working very hard under his supervision.
For this reason, despite the poor condition of the country at that time, poor economy, lack
of infrastructure, lack of resources and various other factors, we saw how our country’s
scientists carried the rocket parts from different places to the launching station by bicycles
and bullock carts to launch the country’s first rocket. And as a result of this effort India
successfully launched the first sounding rocket ‘Nike-Apache’ into space on 21st November
in 1963 at 6:25 PM exactly one year after the establishment of INCOSPAR. This rocket
was launched to take various measurements, one of the most important of which is to
study electrons in the Earth’s atmosphere. After the success of ‘Nike-Apache’, Indian
scientists gained a lot of experience and learned a lot and then India developed their own
sounding rocket ‘Rohini-75’ and successfully launched it on 20t November in 1967. Thus,
under the leadership of Vikram Sarabhai, India step by step started to develop in space
technology.

On August 15t in1969, on the country’s 22nd Independence Day, ISRO was formed
under the Indira Gandhi government to rename INCOSPAR and once again Dr.Vikram
Sarabhai was appointed as its chairman. After the formation of ISRO, under the supervision
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of Vikram Sarabhai, Indian scientists began working and researching on their first artificial
satellite. But unfortunately, Dr. Vikram Sarabhai died of cardiac arrest in 1971, just two
years after the formation of ISRO and he could not see the success of the great work of
indigenous artificial satellite development that had begun under his supervision. Initially,
ISRO was placed under the Department of Atomic Energy(DAE), but keeping in mind the
importance and contribution of Dr. Vikram Sarabhai in Indian space technology
development, after his death, the Indian Government established a separate department
called Department of Space(DOS) in 1972. That’s why Dr. Vikram Sarabhai is known as
‘Father of Indian Space Program’ to us. After the death of Dr. Vikram Sarabhai, the next
chairman of ISRO, Dr. Satish Dhawan, took over the entire responsibility of ISRO besides
filling the void created in ISRO. Dr. Satish Dhawan was an extremely talented mathematician
and aerospace scientist of India. India’s first satellite ‘Aryabhata’ designed and fabricated
in India by ISRO under the supervision of Professor Satish Dhawan was successfully
launched by a Soviet Kosmos-3M rocket on April 19, 1975.

Then, India made its own Satellite Launch Vehicle ‘SLV-3” and using of this launch
vehicle ‘Rohini’ became the first satellite to be placed in the orbit in 1980 and the director
of this project was Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam. After that, ISRO developed other launch vehicles
such as PSLV(Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle), GSLV(Geosynchronous Satellite Launch
Vehicle). PSLV is used for launching satellites into polar orbits and GSLV is used for
launching satellites into geostationary orbits. The 1980s and 1990s were characterized by
a series of successful satellite launches, contributing to India’s communication and
meteorological infrastructure. ISRO’s commitment to cost-effectiveness and frugality became
evident during this period.

In 2008, ISRO achieved global recognition with the Chandrayaan-1 mission, India’s
first lunar probe. Chandrayaan-1 made significant discoveries, including the presence of
water molecules on the lunar surface. This marked India’s entry into interplanetary
exploration and showcased ISRO’s growing prowess in space science. The Mars Orbiter
Mission (Mangalyaan), launched in 2013, further solidified India’s position on the global
space stage. Mangalyaan not only made India the first Asian nation to reach Mars orbit
but also the first in the world to do so in its maiden attempt, showcasing ISRO’s technical
acumen and project management skills.

ISRO’s achievements extend beyond space exploration, with a strong emphasis on
societal applications. The organization’s contributions to telemedicine, tele-education, and
disaster management underscore its commitment to leveraging space technology for the
benefit of humanity. International collaborations have played a crucial role in ISRO’s
success. The organization has engaged in partnerships with various countries and space
agencies, fostering knowledge exchange and collaboration on joint missions. These
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collaborations have enhanced India’s importance in the global space community. In recent
years, ISRO has continued to push boundaries with ambitious projects such as the
Gaganyaan mission, aimed at sending Indian astronauts to space. The organization’s
focus on research and development, coupled with a strategic approach to space exploration,
positions India as a key player in shaping the future of space activities.

In conclusion, the foundation history of ISRO is a testament to India’s determination
to embrace space technology for national development. From the early vision of Dr. Vikram
Sarabhai to the contemporary achievements in interplanetary exploration, ISRO’s journey
reflects a remarkable blend of scientific vision, technological innovation, and national
commitment. The organization’s legacy extends beyond its technical accomplishments; it
symbolizes India’s aspirations to explore new frontiers, contribute to global scientific
knowledge, and harness space technology for the greater good.

References :
isro.govt.in; Wikipedia; StudylQ IAS; EPICPEDIA-Unknown Facts Of India; The Secrets of the
Universe; Dhrub Rathee.

Whatever you think, that you will be. If you think
yourselves weak, weak you will be; if you think yourselves
strong, strong you will be.

— Swami Vivekananda
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Sugar : The Silent and Invisible Killer

Subhadeep Porel [Student, B.Ed. 1st Year]

Introduction :

In the modern era, the prevalence of diabetes and obesity has reached concerning
levels, forming a dark shadow over public health worldwide. While several factors contribute
to these health issues, one of the major culprits is the consumption of excessive sugar. The
high prevalence of sugar in our diets, often hidden in processed foods and beverages, has
led to a concerning rise in several chronic health conditions. This article delves into the
intricate relationship between sugar consumption, diabetes, and obesity, exploring the
scientific evidence that highlights the detrimental effects of our sweet tooth on our well-
being.

The Sugar Epidemic :

Over the past few decades, there has been a detrimental shift in dietary habits,
characterized by a huge increase in the consumption of processed and sugary foods. The
World Health Organization (WHO) recommends that added sugars should account for
less than 10% of total daily caloric intake, but unfortunately, many individuals far exceed
this limit. The average American, for instance, consumes approximately 49 grams of
added sugars daily, significantly more than the maximum amount of 36 grams per day.

The Impact of Sugar on Blood Sugar Levels :

Sugar is a collective term for various sweeteners, including sucrose, fructose, and
glucose, all of which contribute to the sweet taste of different foods. When we consume
sugar, our bodies degrade it down into glucose, a simple form of sugar. Glucose enters the
bloodstream and causes an increase in blood sugar levels. The body has mechanisms to
regulate and maintain blood sugar levels. However, the excessive consumption of sugar
affects these systems, leading to a surge in insulin production.

Insulin is an essential hormone produced by the pancreas. It aids the cells in absorbing
glucose for energy. However, constant exposure to high sugar levels can result in insulin
resistance, where the cells of the body become less responsive to insulin. This resistance
forces the pancreas to produce even more insulin to maintain normal blood sugar levels.
Over time, the pancreas struggles to keep up with the demand, leading to elevated blood
sugar levels. This condition is known as hyperglycemia, a precursor to type 2 diabetes.
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The Diabetes Connection :

Type 2 diabetes is characterized by insulin resistance and impaired insulin secretion.
It is strongly linked to lifestyle factors, including diet. The surge in sugar consumption
has been identified as a major contributor to the rising incidence of type 2 diabetes.
Numerous studies have established a direct relationship between high sugar intake and the
risk of developing diabetes, emphasizing the need for dietary interventions to mitigate this
risk.

The Glycemic Index and Diabetes Risk :

Not all sugars are created equal, and the glycemic index (GI) measures how quickly
a particular food raises blood sugar levels. High-GI foods, such as sugary cereals
and candies are mostly consumed by children as breakfast. They cause a rapid
spike in blood sugar levels, causing additional stress on the body’s insulin response.
Prolonged exposure to high-GI foods has been associated with an increased risk of type
2 diabetes. Conversely, low-Gl foods, like whole grains and legumes, release glucose
gradually, providing a more stable and sustainable source of energy with a very low risk
of developing diabetes.

The Role of Added Sugars in Diabetes :

Beyond the natural sugars present in fruits and vegetables, the excessive consumption
of added sugars poses a significant threat to metabolic health. Added sugars are prevalent
everywhere today. They are in sugary beverages such as soft-drinks, packaged fruit
juices, energy drinks, baked items such as biscuits, cakes and processed foods such
as ice creams. They contribute empty calories devoid of essential nutrients. These
sugars not only elevate blood sugar levels but also promote weight gain, which is
a key risk factor for insulin resistance and diabetes.

Obesity : A Consequence of Excessive Sugar Intake :

The link between sugar consumption and obesity is well-established. High-sugar
diets contribute to weight gain through several mechanisms. Firstly, sugary foods are
calorie-dense, and excess calories are stored as fat. Secondly, the insulin resistance associated
with daily & high sugar consumption hampers the ability of the body to utilize glucose for
energy, leading to increased fat storage. Moreover, the sugary beverages are in liquid
form. So the consumption of such drinks does not make us feel full which results
in more consumption. On average, a 355 ml can of soft drink contains about 39
grams of sugar, which is equivalent to about 9 teaspoons. The maximum recommended
amount of daily consumption is 36 grams of sugar per day.
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The Impact of Sugar on Appetite Regulation :

Beyond its direct contribution to calorie intake, sugar may also influence appetite
regulation, promoting overeating. High-sugar diets have been linked to dysregulation of
hormones that control hunger and satiety, such as leptin and ghrelin. Leptin signals to the
brain that the body has enough energy stores, implementing a feeling of fullness. However,
chronic sugar consumption can lead to leptin resistance, disrupting this mechanism.
This contributes to overeating.

The Role of Fructose in Metabolic Dysfunction :

Glucose is a primary source of energy for the body. Fructose, another component of
sugar, is broken down (metabolized) differently. Unlike glucose, which is metabolized in
various tissues, fructose is primarily metabolized in the liver. Excessive fructose is present
in high-fructose corn syrup (HFCS), which is found in many processed foods and
sugary beverages. It has been linked to liver fat accumulation, insulin resistance, and
an increased risk of metabolic syndrome—a cluster of conditions that includes obesity,
high blood pressure and abnormal cholesterol levels.

The Hidden Sugars: Unmasking the Culprits :

One of the challenges in addressing the sugar-health connection lies in the abundance
of hidden sugars in processed foods. Manufacturers often add sugars to enhance
flavour, texture, and shelf life, making it challenging for consumers to identify and limit
their intake. Terms such as sucrose, high-fructose corn syrup, agave nectar, and
maltose may appear innocuous, but they all contribute to the overall sugar content of a
product. Nutrition labels often list these sugars under different names. This requires
consumers to be vigilant and informed.

Some unusual names of sugar that are currently used in product
labelling are mentioned below :-

Type of sugar Alternative names

Cane sugar Blackstrap molasses
Brown sugar

Cane juice/sugar/extract
Caster sugar

Coffee sugar crystals
Demerara sugar
Golden syrup

Icing sugar

Invert sugar

FEY 3 dvo



Type of sugar Alternative names

Cane sugar Molasses

Panela
Rapadura

Raw sugar
Treacle
Turbinado sugar
White sugar

Fruit Date sugar/syrup

Fruit juice concentrate
Fruit juice/sugar
Grape sugar/syrup

Com Corn syrup/sugar
Glucose syrup
High fructose corn syrup

Alternative Sweeteners Agave

Barley malt syrup
Brown rice syrup
Coconut sugar
Date sugar

Honey Malt extract
Maple syrup

Palm sugar

Rice malt syrup

Chemical names Glucose

Dextrose (another name for glucose)
Fructose (fruit sugar)

Lactose (milk sugar)

Maltose (malt sugar)

Sucrose

Addressing the Crisis : Public Health Initiatives and Personal Responsibility

Public health initiatives aimed at raising awareness and promoting healthier dietary
choices are crucial. These initiatives can include educational campaigns, clearer food
labelling, and regulations on the marketing of sugary products, especially to
children.
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In addition to public health efforts, individuals play a pivotal role in curbing the
sugar epidemic. Making informed food choices, reading nutrition labels, and
opting for whole, unprocessed foods can significantly reduce sugar intake. Behavioural
changes, such as minimizing the consumption of sugary beverages and desserts, can have
a positive impact on both weight management and metabolic health.

Conclusion :

The modern epidemic of diabetes and obesity is intricately linked to the widespread
consumption of sugar. From its impact on blood sugar levels and insulin resistance to its
role in promoting weight gain and overeating, sugar emerges as a major contributor to
these health conditions. Recognising the hidden sugars in processed foods and adopting
a balanced, diet based on whole foods are crucial steps in mitigating the impact of sugar
on our health.

As we navigate the complex relationship between sugar consumption, diabetes, and
obesity, it is important to prioritize informed choices and advocate for policies that promote
healthier dietary patterns. By addressing the sweet menace at both individual and societal
levels, we can work towards a healthier future, reducing the burden of such diseases and
well-being for generations to come.
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District : Purba Medinipur; Pin: 721154
Email : sm.maity99@gmail.com
Contact : 8695734821; Blood Gr. : B+
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Name : Bipal Mondal

Date of Birth : 18/04/1997

Method Paper : Life science

Qualification : M.Sc. in Botany; CSIR
UGC-NET 2023, GATE 2023, WB-SET 2023

Address : Vill+P.O-Bamanagar,

Police Station - Kakdwip

District : 24 Pgs. (S), Pin : 743347

Email: bipalmondal1997 @gmail.com
Contact: 7586955445; Blood Gr.: O+



List of B.Ed. Students fo

r the Session :

2023-25

Name : Sovaram Murmu

Date of Birth : 25/05/1999

Method Paper : Geography

Qualification : B.Sc (Geography
Honours), D.EL.LEd, WB-TET

Address : Vill-Kadadiha, P.O-Muramouli

P.S-Raipur

District : Bankura ; Pin : 721504

Email : sovaram61l@gmail.com
Contact : 7908220618

Name : Sarforaj Ahamed
Date of Birth : 29/06/2001
Method Paper : Geography
Qualification : B.Sc. Geography (H)
Address : Vill - Hamidpur ,

P.O - Kuliagarh, P.S - Amdanga
District: North 24 Parganas; Pin: 743166

Email : sarforajahamed61@gmail.com
Contact : 6290910335; Blood Gr. : A+

Name : Saurav Mondal

Date of Birth : 11.08.2000

Method Paper : Geography

Qualification : B.Sc. Geography (H)

Address : Vill - Prasadpur,
P.O-Kustia, P.S- Sonarpur

District : South 24 PGS; Pin : 743330

Email : sauravprasadpur@gmail.com
Contact: 8597838083; Blood Gr. : O+

Name : Niladri Chatterjee
Date of Birth : 04/03/2000
Method Paper : English
Qualification : M.A. (ENG)
Address : 450/4 Ashok Nagar,

P.O + P. S Ashok Nagar
District : 24 Pgs (N); Pin: 743222
Email: chatterjee.niladri450@gmail.com
Contact : 8436367692; Blood Gr. : A+

Name : Prasenjit Pramanik
Date of Birth : 20/02/2001
Method Paper : Education
Qualification : M.A. in Education

(UGC-NET and WB-SET Qualified)
Address : Vill- Olui , P.O - Puichara,

P.S- Goaltore

District: Paschim Medinipur; Pin: 721157

Email: prasenjitpramanik815@gmail.com
Contact: 6295825950; Blood Gr.: A+

Name : Meherul Sardar

Date of Birth : 29/04/1999

Method Paper : Geography
Qualification : M.Sc. (Geography),
Master of Population Studies(MPS)

Address : Himchakhali, Matherdighi,
Jibantala, Canning-Il

District: 24-Pgs. (S); Pin: 743329
Email: meherulsardar?2@gmail.com
Contact: 9088885908; Blood Gr.: A+

Name : Khayrul Hasan Shaikh
Date of Birth : 04/02/1999
Method Paper : Mathematics
Qualification : M.Sc. Math (Pure)
Address : Vill + P.O: Agarhati,

P.S-Nazat
District : North 24 PGS; Pin: 743329
Email : khayrulmath@gmail.com
Contact : 7430082286

Name : Sayantan Biswas

Date of Birth : 20/03/1994

Method Paper : Physical Science

Qualification : B.Sc. (Chemistry),
D.L.Ed, Diploma in Pharmaco
Vigilance

Address : Vill+P.O+P.S - Palashipara

District : Nadia; Pin : 741155

Email: sayantan.chemist@gmail.com
Contact: 8918420752; Blood Gr.: O+

Name : Sk Rakibul Haque
Date of Birth:10/06/1992

Method Paper : Physical Science
Qualification : B.Sc. (Chemistry)
Address : Ghoshpur, Khanakul
District : Hooghly

Pin : 712613

Email : mailtorakibul@gmail.com
Contact : 9732183225, Blood Gr. : B+
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Name : Ujjwal Das

Date of Birth : 6/10/2000

Method Paper : Bengali

Qualification : B.A.

Address : Vill- Hularchak, P.S- Hasnabad
District : North 24 PGS

Pin : 743426

Email : dujjwal755
Contact : 9749706122
Blood Gr. : AB+

mail.com



List of B.Ed. Students for the Session : 2023-25

Name : Tanumoy Das

Date of Birth : 6.11.2000

Method Paper : Physical Science

Qualification : B.Sc.

Address : 31/2 Barada Basak street,
P.S-Baranagar, P.O-Baranagar

District : Kolkata; Pin : 700036

Email : tanumoydas340@gmail.com

Contact : 9330658539; Blood Gr. : O+

Name : Atri Mondal

Date of Birth : 07/06/2000

Method Paper : English
Quialification : B.A.

Address : Uttarpara,Rahara, Khardaha
District : North 24 PGS; Pin : 700118
Email : atrimon2000@gmail.com
Contact : 8777477346,

Blood Gr. : AB+

Date of Birth : 10/08/1997
Method Paper : Bengali
Qualification : M.A.

P.S - Barikul
District : Bankura; Pin; 722135

Contact : 7363908043

Name : Uttam Kumar Hansda

Address : Vill-Khejuria, P.O-Gunpura,

Email : uttamhansda48@gmail.com
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